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And in an instant all was dark: 
And scarcely had he Maggie rallied, 
When out the hellish legion sallied. 
     As bees bizz out wi' angry fyke, 
When plundering herds assail their byke; 
As open pussie's mortal foes, 
When, pop! she starts before their nose; 
As eager runs the market-crowd, 
When "Catch the thief!" resounds aloud; 
So Maggie runs, the witches follow, 
Wi' mony an eldritch skreich and hollow. 
     Ah, Tam! Ah, Tam! thou'll get thy fairin! 
In hell, they'll roast thee like a herrin! 
In vain thy Kate awaits thy comin! 
Kate soon will be a woefu' woman! 
Now, do thy speedy-utmost, Meg, 
And win the key-stone o' the brig; 
There, at them thou thy tail may toss, 
A running stream they dare na cross. 
But ere the keystane she could make, 
The fient a tail she had to shake! 
For Nannie, far before the rest, 
Hard upon noble Maggie prest, 
And flew at Tam wi' furious ettle; 
But little wist she Maggie's mettle! 
Ae spring brought off her master hale, 
But left behind her ain grey tail: 
The carlin claught her by the rump, 
And left poor Maggie scarce a stump. 
     Now, wha this tale o' truth shall read, 
Ilk man and mother's son, take heed: 
Whene'er to Drink you are inclin'd, 
Or Cutty-sarks rin in your mind, 
Think ye may buy the joys o'er dear; 
Remember Tam o' Shanter's mare. 
 

The Jolly Beggars: a Cantata 
 
Recitativo 
 
When lyart leaves bestrow the yird, 
Or wavering like the bauckie-bird, 
     Bedim cauld Boreas' blast; 
When hailstanes drive wi' bitter skyte, 
And infant frosts begin to bite, 
     In hoary cranreuch drest; 
Ae night at e'en a merry core 
     O' randie, gangrel bodies, 
In Poosie-Nansie's held the splore, 
     To drink their orra duddies; 
          Wi' quaffing an' laughing, 
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An' pou't for want o' better shift 
A runt was like a sow-tail 
          Sae bow't that night. 
 
Then, straught or crooked, yird or nane, 
They roar an' cry a' throu'ther; 
The vera wee-things, toddlin, rin, 
Wi' stocks out owre their shouther: 
An' gif the custock's sweet or sour, 
Wi' joctelegs they taste them; 
Syne coziely, aboon the door, 
Wi' cannie care, they've plac'd them 
          To lie that night. 
 
The lassies staw frae 'mang them a', 
To pou their stalks o' corn; 
But Rab slips out, an' jinks about, 
Behint the muckle thorn: 
He grippit Nelly hard and fast: 
Loud skirl'd a' the lasses; 
But her tap-pickle maist was lost, 
Whan kiutlin in the fause-house 
         Wi' him that night. 
 
The auld guid-wife's weel-hoordit nits 
Are round an' round dividend, 
An' mony lads an' lasses' fates 
Are there that night decided: 
Some kindle couthie side by side, 
And burn thegither trimly; 
Some start awa wi' saucy pride, 
An' jump out owre the chimlie 
          Fu' high that night. 
 
Jean slips in twa, wi' tentie e'e; 
Wha 'twas, she wadna tell; 
But this is Jock, an' this is me, 
She says in to hersel': 
He bleez'd owre her, an' she owre him, 
As they wad never mair part: 
Till fuff ! he started up the lum, 
An' Jean had e'en a sair heart 
          To see't that night. 
 
Poor Willie, wi' his bow-kail runt, 
Was brunt wi' primsie Mallie; 
An' Mary, nae doubt, took the drunt, 
To be compar'd to Willie: 
Mall's nit lap out, wi' pridefu' fling, 
An' her ain fit, it brunt it; 
While Willie lap, and swore by jing, 
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          The cheerfu' supper done, wi' serious face, 
               They, round the ingle, form a circle wide; 
          The sire turns o'er, with patriarchal grace, 
               The big ha'bible, ance his father's pride: 
               His bonnet rev'rently is laid aside, 
          His lyart haffets wearing thin and bare; 
               Those strains that once did sweet in Zion glide, 
          He wales a portion with judicious care; 
And "Let us worship God!" he says with solemn air. 
 
          They chant their artless notes in simple guise, 
               They tune their hearts, by far the noblest aim; 
          Perhaps Dundee's wild-warbling measures rise; 
               Or plaintive Martyrs, worthy of the name; 
               Or noble Elgin beets the heaven-ward flame; 
          The sweetest far of Scotia's holy lays: 
               Compar'd with these, Italian trills are tame; 
          The tickl'd ears no heart-felt raptures raise; 
Nae unison hae they with our Creator's praise. 
 
          The priest-like father reads the sacred page, 
               How Abram was the friend of God on high; 
          Or Moses bade eternal warfare wage 
               With Amalek's ungracious progeny; 
               Or how the royal bard did groaning lie 
          Beneath the stroke of Heaven's avenging ire; 
               Or Job's pathetic plaint, and wailing cry; 
          Or rapt Isaiah's wild, seraphic fire; 
Or other holy seers that tune the sacred lyre. 
 
          Perhaps the Christian volume is the theme, 
               How guiltless blood for guilty man was shed; 
          How He, who bore in Heaven the second name, 
               Had not on earth whereon to lay His head: 
               How His first followers and servants sped; 
          The precepts sage they wrote to many a land: 
               How he, who lone in Patmos banished, 
          Saw in the sun a mighty angel stand, 
And heard great Bab'lon's doom pronounc'd by Heaven's command. 
 
          Then, kneeling down to Heaven's Eternal King, 
               The saint, the father, and the husband prays: 
          Hope "springs exulting on triumphant wing," 
                That thus they all shall meet in future days, 
                There, ever bask in uncreated rays, 
          No more to sigh, or shed the bitter tear, 
               Together hymning their Creator's praise, 
          In such society, yet still more dear; 
While circling Time moves round in an eternal sphere. 
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          Compar'd with this, how poor Religion's pride, 
               In all the pomp of method, and of art; 
          When men display to congregations wide 
               Devotion's ev'ry grace, except the heart! 
               The Power, incens'd, the pageant will desert, 
          The pompous strain, the sacerdotal stole; 
               But haply, in some cottage far apart, 
          May hear, well-pleas'd, the language of the soul; 
And in His Book of Life the inmates poor enroll. 
 
          Then homeward all take off their sev'ral way; 
               The youngling cottagers retire to rest: 
          The parent-pair their secret homage pay, 
               And proffer up to Heaven the warm request, 
               That he who stills the raven's clam'rous nest, 
          And decks the lily fair in flow'ry pride, 
               Would, in the way His wisdom sees the best, 
          For them and for their little ones provide; 
But chiefly, in their hearts with grace divine preside. 
 
          From scenes like these, old Scotia's grandeur springs, 
               That makes her lov'd at home, rever'd abroad: 
          Princes and lords are but the breath of kings, 
               "An honest man's the noblest work of God;" 
               And certes, in fair virtue's heavenly road, 
          The cottage leaves the palace far behind; 
               What is a lordling's pomp? a cumbrous load, 
          Disguising oft the wretch of human kind, 
Studied in arts of hell, in wickedness refin'd! 
 
          O Scotia! my dear, my native soil! 
               For whom my warmest wish to Heaven is sent, 
          Long may thy hardy sons of rustic toil 
               Be blest with health, and peace, and sweet content! 
               And O! may Heaven their simple lives prevent 
          From luxury's contagion, weak and vile! 
               Then howe'er crowns and coronets be rent, 
          A virtuous populace may rise the while, 
And stand a wall of fire around their much-lov'd isle. 
 
          O Thou! who pour'd the patriotic tide, 
               That stream'd thro' Wallace's undaunted heart, 
          Who dar'd to nobly stem tyrannic pride, 
               Or nobly die, the second glorious part: 
               (The patriot's God peculiarly thou art, 
          His friend, inspirer, guardian, and reward!) 
               O never, never Scotia's realm desert; 
          But still the patriot, and the patriot-bard 
In bright succession raise, her ornament and guard! 
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Here, some are thinkin on their sins, 
     An' some upo' their claes; 
Ane curses feet that fyl'd his shins, 
     Anither sighs an' prays: 
On this hand sits a chosen swatch, 
     Wi' screwed-up, grace-proud faces; 
On that a set o' chaps, at watch, 
     Thrang winkin on the lasses 
          To chairs that day. 
 
O happy is that man, an' blest! 
     Nae wonder that it pride him! 
Whase ain dear lass, that he likes best, 
     Comes clinkin down beside him! 
Wi' arms repos'd on the chair back, 
     He sweetly does compose him; 
Which, by degrees, slips round her neck, 
     An's loof upon her bosom, 
               Unkend that day. 
 
Now a' the congregation o'er 
     Is silent expectation; 
For Moodie speels the holy door, 
     Wi' tidings o' damnation: 
Should Hornie, as in ancient days, 
     'Mang sons o' God present him, 
The vera sight o' Moodie's face, 
     To 's ain het hame had sent him 
               Wi' fright that day. 
 
Hear how he clears the point o' faith 
     Wi' rattlin and wi' thumpin! 
Now meekly calm, now wild in wrath, 
     He's stampin, an' he's jumpin! 
His lengthen'd chin, his turned-up snout, 
     His eldritch squeel an' gestures, 
O how they fire the heart devout, 
     Like cantharidian plaisters 
               On sic a day! 
 
But hark! the tent has chang'd its voice, 
     There's peace an' rest nae langer; 
For a' the real judges rise, 
     They canna sit for anger, 
Smith opens out his cauld harangues, 
     On practice and on morals; 
An' aff the godly pour in thrangs, 
     To gie the jars an' barrels 
               A lift that day.  
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What signifies his barren shine, 
     Of moral powers an' reason? 
His English style, an' gesture fine 
     Are a' clean out o' season. 
Like Socrates or Antonine, 
     Or some auld pagan heathen, 
The moral man he does define, 
     But ne'er a word o' faith in 
               That's right that day. 
 
In guid time comes an antidote 
     Against sic poison'd nostrum; 
For Peebles, frae the water-fit, 
     Ascends the holy rostrum: 
See, up he's got, the word o' God, 
     An' meek an' mim has view'd it, 
While Common-sense has taen the road, 
     An' aff, an' up the Cowgate 
               Fast, fast that day. 
 
Wee Miller neist the guard relieves, 
     An' Orthodoxy raibles, 
Tho' in his heart he weel believes, 
     An' thinks it auld wives' fables: 
But faith! the birkie wants a manse, 
     So, cannilie he hums them; 
Altho' his carnal wit an' sense 
     Like hafflins-wise o'ercomes him 
               At times that day. 
 
Now, butt an' ben, the change-house fills, 
     Wi' yill-caup commentators; 
Here 's cryin out for bakes and gills, 
     An' there the pint-stowp clatters; 
While thick an' thrang, an' loud an' lang, 
     Wi' logic an' wi' scripture, 
They raise a din, that in the end 
     Is like to breed a rupture 
               O' wrath that day. 
 
Leeze me on drink! it gies us mair 
     Than either school or college; 
It kindles wit, it waukens lear, 
     It pangs us fou o' knowledge: 
Be't whisky-gill or penny wheep, 
     Or ony stronger potion, 
It never fails, or drinkin deep, 
     To kittle up our notion, 
               By night or day. 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/824.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1156.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1632.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1823.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1189.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/158.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/312.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/289.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/340.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1912.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/89.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1668.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1305.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1064.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1121.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1025.html




Poems, Epistles, etc. 

 100 

The lads an' lasses, blythely bent 
     To mind baith saul an' body, 
Sit round the table, weel content, 
     An' steer about the toddy: 
On this ane's dress, an' that ane's leuk, 
     They're makin observations; 
While some are cozie i' the neuk, 
     An' forming assignations 
               To meet some day. 
 
But now the Lord's ain trumpet touts, 
     Till a' the hills are rairin, 
And echoes back return the shouts; 
     Black Russell is na sparin: 
His piercin words, like Highlan' swords, 
     Divide the joints an' marrow; 
His talk o' Hell, whare devils dwell, 
     Our vera "sauls does harrow" 
               Wi' fright that day! 
 
A vast, unbottom'd, boundless pit, 
     Fill'd fou o' lowin brunstane, 
Whase raging flame, an' scorching heat, 
     Wad melt the hardest whun-stane! 
The half-asleep start up wi' fear, 
     An' think they hear it roarin; 
When presently it does appear, 
     'Twas but some neibor snorin 
               Asleep that day. 
 
'Twad be owre lang a tale to tell, 
     How mony stories past; 
An' how they crouded to the yill, 
     When they were a' dismist; 
How drink gaed round, in cogs an' caups, 
     Amang the furms an' benches; 
An' cheese an' bread, frae women's laps, 
     Was dealt about in lunches 
               An' dawds that day. 
 
In comes a gawsie, gash guidwife, 
     An' sits down by the fire, 
Syne draws her kebbuck an' her knife; 
     The lasses they are shyer: 
The auld guidmen, about the grace 
     Frae side to side they bother; 
Till some ane by his bonnet lays, 
     An' gies them't like a tether, 
               Fu' lang that day. 
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Waesucks! for him that gets nae lass, 
     Or lasses that hae naething! 
Sma' need has he to say a grace, 
     Or melvie his braw claithing! 
O wives, be mindfu' ance yoursel' 
     How bonie lads ye wanted; 
An' dinna for a kebbuck-heel 
     Let lasses be affronted 
               On sic a day! 
 
Now Clinkumbell, wi' rattlin tow, 
     Begins to jow an' croon; 
Some swagger hame the best they dow, 
     Some wait the afternoon. 
At slaps the billies halt a blink, 
     Till lasses strip their shoon: 
Wi' faith an' hope, an' love an' drink, 
     They're a' in famous tune 
               For crack that day. 
 
How mony hearts this day converts 
     O' sinners and o' lasses! 
Their hearts o' stane, gin night, are gane 
     As saft as ony flesh is: 
There's some are fou o' love divine; 
     There's some are fou o' brandy; 
An' mony jobs that day begin, 
     May end in houghmagandie 
               Some ither day. 
 

The Twa Dogs 
 

     'Twas in that place o' Scotland's isle, 
That bears the name o' auld King Coil, 
Upon a bonie day in June, 
When wearin' thro' the afternoon, 
Twa dogs, that were na thrang at hame, 
Forgather'd ance upon a time. 
 
     The first I'll name, they ca'd him Caesar, 
Was keepit for His Honor's pleasure: 
His hair, his size, his mouth, his lugs, 
Shew'd he was nane o' Scotland's dogs; 
But whalpit some place far abroad, 
Whare sailors gang to fish for cod. 
     His locked, letter'd, braw brass collar 
Shew'd him the gentleman an' scholar; 
But though he was o' high degree, 
The fient a pride, nae pride had he; 
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Caesar 
 
Haith, lad, ye little ken about it: 
For Britain's guid! guid faith! I doubt it. 
Say rather, gaun as Premiers lead him: 
An' saying ay or no's they bid him: 
At operas an' plays parading, 
Mortgaging, gambling, masquerading: 
Or maybe, in a frolic daft, 
To Hague or Calais takes a waft, 
To mak a tour an' tak a whirl, 
To learn bon ton, an' see the worl'. 
     There, at Vienna, or Versailles, 
He rives his father's auld entails; 
Or by Madrid he takes the rout, 
To thrum guitars an' fecht wi' nowt; 
Or down Italian vista startles, 
Whore-hunting amang groves o' myrtles: 
Then bowses drumlie German-water, 
To mak himsel look fair an' fatter, 
An' clear the consequential sorrows, 
Love-gifts of Carnival signoras. 
For Britain's guid! for her destruction! 
Wi' dissipation, feud, an' faction. 
 

Luath 
 
     Hech, man! dear sirs! is that the gate 
They waste sae mony a braw estate! 
Are we sae foughten an' harass'd 
For gear to gang that gate at last? 
     O would they stay aback frae courts, 
An' please themsels wi' country sports, 
It wad for ev'ry ane be better, 
The laird, the tenant, an' the cotter! 
For thae frank, rantin, ramblin billies, 
Feint haet o' them's ill-hearted fellows; 
Except for breakin o' their timmer, 
Or speakin lightly o' their limmer, 
Or shootin of a hare or moor-cock, 
The ne'er-a-bit they're ill to poor folk. 
     But will ye tell me, Master Caesar, 
Sure great folk's life's a life o' pleasure? 
Nae cauld nor hunger e'er can steer them, 
The very thought o't need na fear them. 
 

Caesar 
 
Lord, man, were ye but whiles whare I am, 
The gentles, ye wad ne'er envy them! 
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     It's true, they need na starve or sweat, 
Thro' winter's cauld, or simmer's heat: 
They've nae sair wark to craze their banes, 
An' fill auld age wi' grips an' granes: 
But human bodies are sic fools, 
For a' their colleges an' schools, 
That when nae real ills perplex them, 
They mak enow themsel's to vex them; 
An' aye the less they hae to sturt them, 
In like proportion, less will hurt them. 
A country fellow at the pleugh, 
His acre's till'd, he's right eneugh; 
A country girl at her wheel, 
Her dizzen's dune, she's unco weel; 
But gentlemen, an' ladies warst, 
Wi' ev'n-down want o' wark are curst. 
 
They loiter, lounging, lank an' lazy; 
Tho' deil-haet ails them, yet uneasy; 
Their days insipid, dull, an' tasteless; 
Their nights unquiet, lang, an' restless. 
An' ev'n their sports, their balls an' races, 
Their galloping through public places, 
There's sic parade, sic pomp, an' art, 
The joy can scarcely reach the heart. 
The men cast out in party-matches, 
Then sowther a' in deep debauches. 
Ae night they're mad wi' drink an' whoring, 
Niest day their life is past enduring. 
The ladies arm-in-arm in clusters, 
As great an' gracious a' as sisters; 
But hear their absent thoughts o' ither, 
They're a' run-deils an' jads thegither. 
Whiles, owre the wee bit cup an' platie, 
They sip the scandal-potion pretty; 
Or lee-lang nights, wi' crabbit leuks 
Pore owre the devil's pictur'd beuks; 
Stake on a chance a farmer's stackyard, 
An' cheat like ony unhanged blackguard. 
    There's some exceptions, man an' woman; 
But this is gentry's life in common. 
 
     By this, the sun was out of sight, 
An' darker gloamin brought the night; 
The bum-clock humm'd wi' lazy drone; 
The kye stood rowtin i' the loan; 
When up they gat an' shook their lugs, 
Rejoic'd they werena men but dogs; 
An' each took aff his several way, 
Resolv'd to meet some ither day. 
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Windows and doors in nameless sculptures drest 
With order, symmetry, or taste unblest; 
Forms like some bedlam Statuary's dream, 
The craz'd creations of misguided whim; 
Forms might be worshipp'd on the bended knee, 
And still the second dread command be free; 
Their likeness is not found on earth, in air, or sea! 
Mansions that would disgrace the building taste 
Of any mason reptile, bird or beast: 
Fit only for a doited monkish race, 
Or frosty maids forsworn the dear embrace, 
Or cuifs of later times, wha held the notion, 
That sullen gloom was sterling, true devotion: 
Fancies that our guid Brugh denies protection, 
And soon may they expire, unblest wi' resurrection!" 
 

Auld Brig 
 
     "O ye, my dear-remember'd, ancient yealings, 
Were ye but here to share my wounded feelings! 
Ye worthy Proveses, an' mony a Bailie, 
Wha in the paths o' righteousness did toil aye; 
Ye dainty Deacons, and ye douce Conveners, 
To whom our moderns are but causey-cleaners! 
Ye godly Councils, wha hae blest this town; 
Ye godly Brethren o' the sacred gown, 
Wha meekly gie your hurdies to the smiters; 
And (what would now be strange), ye godly Writers; 
A' ye douce folk I've borne aboon the broo, 
Were ye but here, what would ye say or do? 
How would your spirits groan in deep vexation, 
To see each melancholy alteration; 
And, agonising, curse the time and place 
When ye begat the base degen'rate race! 
Nae langer rev'rend men, their country's glory, 
In plain braid Scots hold forth a plain braid story; 
Nae langer thrifty citizens, an' douce, 
Meet owre a pint, or in the Council-house; 
But staumrel, corky-headed, graceless Gentry, 
The herryment and ruin of the country; 
Men, three-parts made by tailors and by barbers, 
Wha waste your weel-hain'd gear on damn'd new brigs and harbours!" 
 

New Brig 
 
     "Now haud you there! for faith ye've said enough, 
And muckle mair than ye can mak to through. 
As for your Priesthood, I shall say but little, 
Corbies and Clergy are a shot right kittle: 
But, under favour o' your langer beard, 
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Low, in a sandy valley spread, 
An ancient borough rear'd her head; 
Still, as in Scottish story read, 
          She boasts a race 
To ev'ry nobler virtue bred, 
          And polish'd grace. 
 
By stately tow'r, or palace fair, 
Or ruins pendent in the air, 
Bold stems of heroes, here and there, 
          I could discern; 
Some seem'd to muse, some seem'd to dare, 
          With feature stern. 
 
My heart did glowing transport feel, 
To see a race heroic wheel, 
And brandish round the deep-dyed steel, 
          In sturdy blows; 
While, back-recoiling, seem'd to reel 
          Their Suthron foes. 
 
His Country's Saviour, mark him well! 
Bold Richardton's heroic swell, 
The chief, on Sark who glorious fell, 
          In high command; 
And he whom ruthless fates expel 
          His native land. 
 
There, where a sceptr'd Pictish shade 
Stalk'd round his ashes lowly laid, 
I mark'd a martial race, pourtray'd 
          In colours strong: 
Bold, soldier-featur'd, undismay'd, 
          They strode along. 
 
Thro' many a wild, romantic grove, 
Near many a hermit-fancied cove 
(Fit haunts for friendship or for love, 
          In musing mood), 
An aged Judge, I saw him rove, 
          Dispensing good. 
 
With deep-struck, reverential awe, 
The learned Sire and Son I saw: 
To Nature's God, and Nature's law, 
          They gave their lore; 
This, all its source and end to draw, 
          That, to adore. 
 
Brydon's brave ward I well could spy, 
Beneath old Scotia's smiling eye: 
Who call'd on Fame, low standing by, 
          To hand him on, 
Where many a patriot-name on high, 
          And hero shone. 
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"Ay, ay!" quo' he, an' shook his head, 
"It's e'en a lang, lang time indeed 
Sin' I began to nick the thread, 
          An' choke the breath: 
Folk maun do something for their bread, 
          An' sae maun Death. 
 
"Sax thousand years are near-hand fled 
Sin' I was to the butching bred, 
An' mony a scheme in vain's been laid, 
          To stap or scar me; 
Till ane Hornbook's ta'en up the trade, 
          And faith! he'll waur me. 
 
"Ye ken Jock Hornbook i' the clachan, 
Deil mak his king's-hood in spleuchan! 
He's grown sae weel acquaint wi' Buchan 
          And ither chaps, 
The weans haud out their fingers laughin, 
          An' pouk my hips. 
 
"See, here's a scythe, an' there's dart, 
They hae pierc'd mony a gallant heart; 
But Doctor Hornbook, wi' his art 
          An' cursed skill, 
Has made them baith no worth a fart, 
          Damn'd haet they'll kill! 
 
" 'Twas but yestreen, nae farther gane, 
I threw a noble throw at ane; 
Wi' less, I'm sure, I've hundreds slain; 
          But deil-ma-care, 
It just play'd dirl on the bane, 
          But did nae mair. 
 
"Hornbook was by, wi' ready art, 
An' had sae fortify'd the part, 
That when I looked to my dart, 
          It was sae blunt, 
Fient haet o't wad hae pierc'd the heart 
          Of a kail-runt. 
 
"I drew my scythe in sic a fury, 
I near-hand cowpit wi' my hurry, 
But yet the bauld Apothecary 
          Withstood the shock; 
I might as weel hae tried a quarry 
          O' hard whin rock. 
 
"Ev'n them he canna get attended, 
Altho' their face he ne'er had kend it, 
Just shit in a kail-blade, an' sent it, 
          As soon's he smells 't, 
Baith their disease, and what will mend it, 
          At once he tells 't. 
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"And then, a' doctor's saws an' whittles, 
Of a' dimensions, shapes, an' mettles, 
A' kind o' boxes, mugs, an' bottles, 
          He's sure to hae; 
Their Latin names as fast he rattles 
         as A B C. 
 
"Calces o' fossils, earths, and trees; 
True sal-marinum o' the seas; 
The farina of beans an' pease, 
          He has't in plenty; 
Aqua-fontis, what you please, 
          He can content ye. 
 
"Forbye some new, uncommon weapons, 
Urinus spiritus of capons; 
Or mite-horn shavings, filings, scrapings, 
          Distill'd per se; 
Sal-alkali o' midge-tail clippings, 
          And mony mae." 
 
"Waes me for Johnie Ged's Hole now," 
Quoth I, "if that thae news be true! 
His braw calf-ward whare gowans grew, 
          Sae white and bonie, 
Nae doubt they'll rive it wi' the plew; 
          They'll ruin Johnie!" 
 
The creature grain'd an eldritch laugh, 
And says "Ye needna yoke the pleugh, 
Kirkyards will soon be till'd eneugh, 
          Tak ye nae fear: 
They'll be trench'd wi' mony a sheugh, 
          In twa-three year. 
 
"Whare I kill'd ane, a fair strae-death, 
By loss o' blood or want of breath 
This night I'm free to tak my aith, 
          That Hornbook's skill 
Has clad a score i' their last claith, 
          By drap an' pill. 
 
"An honest wabster to his trade, 
Whase wife's twa nieves were scarce weel-bred 
Gat tippence-worth to mend her head, 
          When it was sair; 
The wife slade cannie to her bed, 
          But ne'er spak mair. 
 
"A country laird had ta'en the batts, 
Or some curmurring in his guts, 
His only son for Hornbook sets, 
          An' pays him well: 
The lad, for twa guid gimmer-pets, 
          Was laird himsel'. 
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Wad gar you trow ye ne'er do wrang, 
     But aye unerring steady, 
          On sic a day. 
 
For me! before a monarch's face 
     Ev'n there I winna flatter; 
For neither pension, post, nor place, 
     Am I your humble debtor: 
So, nae reflection on your Grace, 
     Your Kingship to bespatter; 
There's mony waur been o' the race, 
     And aiblins ane been better 
          Than you this day. 
 
'Tis very true, my sovereign King, 
     My skill may weel be doubted; 
But facts are chiels that winna ding, 
     An' downa be disputed: 
Your royal nest, beneath your wing, 
     Is e'en right reft and clouted, 
And now the third part o' the string, 
     An' less, will gang aboot it 
          Than did ae day. 
 
Far be't frae me that I aspire 
     To blame your legislation, 
Or say, ye wisdom want, or fire, 
     To rule this mighty nation: 
But faith! I muckle doubt, my sire, 
     Ye've trusted ministration 
To chaps wha in barn or byre 
     Wad better fill'd their station 
          Than courts yon day. 
 
And now ye've gien auld Britain peace, 
     Her broken shins to plaister, 
Your sair taxation does her fleece, 
     Till she has scarce a tester: 
For me, thank God, my life's a lease, 
     Nae bargain wearin' faster, 
Or, faith! I fear, that, wi' the geese, 
     I shortly boost to pasture 
          I' the craft some day. 
 
I'm no mistrusting Willie Pitt, 
     When taxes he enlarges, 
(An' Will's a true guid fallow's get, 
     A name not envy spairges), 
That he intends to pay your debt, 
     An' lessen a' your charges; 
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But, God-sake! let nae saving fit 
     Abridge your bonie barges 
          An'boats this day. 
 
Adieu, my Liege; may freedom geck 
     Beneath your high protection; 
An' may ye rax Corruption's neck, 
     And gie her for dissection! 
But since I'm here, I'll no neglect, 
     In loyal, true affection, 
To pay your Queen, wi' due respect, 
     May fealty an' subjection 
          This great birth-day. 
 
Hail, Majesty most Excellent! 
     While nobles strive to please ye, 
Will ye accept a compliment, 
     A simple poet gies ye? 
Thae bonie bairntime, Heav'n has lent, 
     Still higher may they heeze ye 
In bliss, till fate some day is sent 
     For ever to release ye 
          Frae care that day. 
 
For you, young Potentate o'Wales, 
     I tell your highness fairly, 
Down Pleasure's stream, wi' swelling sails, 
     I'm tauld ye're driving rarely; 
But some day ye may gnaw your nails, 
     An' curse your folly sairly, 
That e'er ye brak Diana's pales, 
     Or rattl'd dice wi' Charlie 
          By night or day. 
 
Yet aft a ragged cowt's been known, 
     To mak a noble aiver; 
So, ye may doucely fill the throne, 
     For a'their clish-ma-claver: 
There, him at Agincourt wha shone, 
     Few better were or braver: 
And yet, wi' funny, queer Sir John, 
     He was an unco shaver 
          For mony a day. 
 
For you, right rev'rend Osnaburg, 
     Nane sets the lawn-sleeve sweeter, 
Altho' a ribbon at your lug 
     Wad been a dress completer: 
As ye disown yon paughty dog, 
     That bears the keys of Peter, 
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          Ev'n to a deil, 
To skelp an' scaud poor dogs like me, 
          An' hear us squeel! 
 
Great is thy pow'r an' great thy fame; 
Far ken'd an' noted is thy name; 
An' tho' yon lowin' heugh's thy hame, 
          Thou travels far; 
An' faith! thou's neither lag nor lame, 
         Nor blate, nor scaur. 
 
Whiles, ranging like a roarin lion, 
For prey, a' holes and corners tryin; 
Whiles, on the strong-wind'd tempest flyin, 
          Tirlin the kirks; 
Whiles, in the human bosom pryin, 
          Unseen thou lurks. 
 
I've heard my rev'rend graunie say, 
In lanely glens ye like to stray; 
Or where auld ruin'd castles grey 
          Nod to the moon, 
Ye fright the nightly wand'rer's way, 
          Wi' eldritch croon. 
 
When twilight did my graunie summon, 
To say her pray'rs, douse, honest woman! 
Aft'yont the dyke she's heard you bummin, 
          Wi' eerie drone; 
Or, rustlin, thro' the boortrees comin, 
          Wi' heavy groan. 
 
Ae dreary, windy, winter night, 
The stars shot down wi' sklentin light, 
Wi' you, mysel' I gat a fright, 
          Ayont the lough; 
Ye, like a rash-buss, stood in sight, 
          Wi' wavin' sough. 
 
The cudgel in my nieve did shake, 
Each brist'ld hair stood like a stake, 
When wi' an eldritch, stoor "quaick, quaick," 
          Amang the springs, 
Awa ye squatter'd like a drake, 
          On whistlin' wings. 
 
Let warlocks grim, an' wither'd hags, 
Tell how wi' you, on ragweed nags, 
They skim the muirs an' dizzy crags, 
          Wi' wicked speed; 
And in kirk-yards renew their leagues, 
          Owre howkit dead. 
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Thence countra wives, wi' toil and pain, 
May plunge an' plunge the kirn in vain; 
For oh! the yellow treasure's ta'en 
          By witchin' skill; 
An' dawtit, twal-pint hawkie's gane 
          As yell's the bill. 
 
Thence mystic knots mak great abuse 
On young guidmen, fond, keen an' crouse, 
When the best wark-lume i' the house, 
          By cantrip wit, 
Is instant made no worth a louse, 
          Just at the bit. 
 
When thowes dissolve the snawy hoord, 
An' float the jinglin' icy boord, 
Then water-kelpies haunt the foord, 
          By your direction, 
And 'nighted trav'llers are allur'd 
          To their destruction. 
 
And aft your moss-traversin Spunkies 
Decoy the wight that late an' drunk is: 
The bleezin, curst, mischievous monkies 
          Delude his eyes, 
Till in some miry slough he sunk is, 
          Ne'er mair to rise. 
 
When masons' mystic word an' grip 
In storms an' tempests raise you up, 
Some cock or cat your rage maun stop, 
          Or, strange to tell! 
The youngest brither ye wad whip 
          Aff straught to hell. 
 
Lang syne in Eden's bonie yard, 
When youthfu' lovers first were pair'd, 
An' all the soul of love they shar'd, 
          The raptur'd hour, 
Sweet on the fragrant flow'ry swaird, 
          In shady bower; 
 
Then you, ye auld, snick-drawing dog! 
Ye cam to Paradise incog, 
An' play'd on man a cursed brogue, 
          (Black be your fa'!) 
An' gied the infant warld a shog, 
          'Maist ruin'd a'. 
 
D'ye mind that day when in a bizz 
Wi' reekit duds, an' reestit gizz, 
Ye did present your smoutie phiz 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/430.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1021.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/741.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1124.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1790.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1203.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1891.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1804.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/18.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1543.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1866.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1695.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1121.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1305.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/404.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1132.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/253.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/14.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1592.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1053.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/306.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/770.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1793.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1159.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/165.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1337.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1487.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/749.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/949.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/232.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1859.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/4.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1451.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/524.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1046.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1008.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/62.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1771.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1635.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/40.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/22.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/526.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/839.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1775.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1916.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/666.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/452.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1833.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1325.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1621.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1635.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/306.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/18.html




Poems, Epistles, etc. 

 166 

This day Mackinlay taks the flail, 
     An' he's the boy will blaud her! 
He'll clap a shangan on her tail, 
     An' set the bairns to daud her 
          Wi' dirt this day. 
 
Mak haste an' turn King David owre, 
     And lilt wi' holy clangor; 
O' double verse come gie us four, 
     An' skirl up the Bangor: 
This day the kirk kicks up a stoure; 
     Nae mair the knaves shall wrang her, 
For Heresy is in her pow'r, 
     And gloriously she'll whang her 
          Wi' pith this day. 
 
Come, let a proper text be read, 
     An' touch it aff wi' vigour, 
How graceless Ham leugh at his dad, 
     Which made Canaan a nigger; 
Or Phineas drove the murdering blade, 
     Wi' whore-abhorring rigour; 
Or Zipporah, the scauldin jad, 
     Was like a bluidy tiger 
          I' th' inn that day. 
 
There, try his mettle on the creed, 
     An' bind him down wi' caution, 
That stipend is a carnal weed 
     He taks by for the fashion; 
And gie him o'er the flock, to feed, 
     And punish each transgression; 
Especial, rams that cross the breed, 
     Gie them sufficient threshin; 
          Spare them nae day. 
 
Now, auld Kilmarnock, cock thy tail, 
     An' toss thy horns fu' canty; 
Nae mair thou'lt rowt out-owre the dale, 
     Because thy pasture's scanty; 
For lapfu's large o' gospel kail 
     Shall fill thy crib in plenty, 
An' runts o' grace the pick an' wale, 
     No gi'en by way o' dainty, 
          But ilka day. 
 
Nae mair by Babel's streams we'll weep, 
     To think upon our Zion; 
And hing our fiddles up to sleep, 
     Like baby-clouts a-dryin! 
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Come, screw the pegs wi' tunefu' cheep, 
     And o'er the thairms be tryin; 
Oh, rare to see our elbucks wheep, 
     And a' like lamb-tails flyin 
          Fu' fast this day. 
 
Lang Patronage, with rod o' airn, 
     Has shor'd the Kirk's undoin; 
As lately Fenwick, sair forfairn, 
     Has proven to its ruin: 
Our patron, honest man! Glencairn, 
     He saw mischief was brewin; 
An' like a godly, elect bairn, 
     He's waled us out a true ane, 
          And sound, this day. 
 
Now Robertson harangue nae mair, 
     But steek your gab for ever; 
Or try the wicked town of Ayr, 
     For there they'll think you clever; 
Or, nae reflection on your lear, 
     Ye may commence a shaver; 
Or to the Netherton repair, 
     An' turn a carpet weaver 
          Aff-hand this day. 
 
Mu'trie and you were just a match, 
     We never had sic twa drones; 
Auld Hornie did the Laigh Kirk watch, 
     Just like a winkin baudrons, 
And aye he catch'd the tither wretch, 
     To fry them in his caudrons; 
But now his Honour maun detach, 
     Wi' a' his brimstone squadrons, 
          Fast, fast this day. 
 
See, see auld Orthodoxy's faes 
     She's swingein thro' the city! 
Hark, how the nine-tail'd cat she plays! 
     I vow it's unco pretty: 
There, Learning, with his Greekish face, 
     Grunts out some Latin ditty; 
And Common-sense is gaun, she says, 
     To mak to Jamie Beattie 
          Her plaint this day. 
 
But there's Morality himsel', 
     Embracing all opinions; 
Hear, how he gies the tither yell, 
     Between his twa companions! 
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An' Lord! if ance they pit her till't, 
Her tartan petticoat she'll kilt, 
An'durk an' pistol at her belt, 
          She'll tak the streets, 
An' rin her whittle to the hilt, 
          I' the first she meets! 
 
For God sake, sirs! then speak her fair, 
An' straik her cannie wi' the hair, 
An' to the muckle house repair, 
          Wi' instant speed, 
An' strive, wi' a' your wit an' lear, 
          To get remead. 
 
Yon ill-tongu'd tinkler, Charlie Fox, 
May taunt you wi' his jeers and mocks; 
But gie him't het, my hearty cocks! 
          E'en cowe the cadie! 
An' send him to his dicing box 
          An' sportin' lady. 
 
Tell you guid bluid o' auld Boconnock's, 
I'll be his debt twa mashlum bonnocks, 
An' drink his health in auld Nance Tinnock's 
          Nine times a-week, 
If he some scheme, like tea an' winnocks, 
          Was kindly seek. 
 
Could he some commutation broach, 
I'll pledge my aith in guid braid Scotch, 
He needna fear their foul reproach 
          Nor erudition, 
Yon mixtie-maxtie, queer hotch-potch, 
          The Coalition. 
 
Auld Scotland has a raucle tongue; 
She's just a devil wi' a rung; 
An' if she promise auld or young 
          To tak their part, 
Tho' by the neck she should be strung, 
          She'll no desert. 
 
And now, ye chosen Five-and-Forty, 
May still you mither's heart support ye; 
Then, tho'a minister grow dorty, 
          An' kick your place, 
Ye'll snap your gingers, poor an' hearty, 
          Before his face. 
 
God bless your Honours, a' your days, 
Wi' sowps o' kail and brats o' claise, 
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In spite o' a' the thievish kaes, 
          That haunt St. Jamie's! 
Your humble poet sings an' prays, 
          While Rab his name is. 
 

Postscript 
 
Let half-starv'd slaves in warmer skies 
See future wines, rich-clust'ring, rise; 
Their lot auld Scotland ne're envies, 
          But, blythe and frisky, 
She eyes her freeborn, martial boys 
          Tak aff their whisky. 
 
What tho' their Phoebus kinder warms, 
While fragrance blooms and beauty charms, 
When wretches range, in famish'd swarms, 
          The scented groves; 
Or, hounded forth, dishonour arms 
          In hungry droves! 
 
Their gun's a burden on their shouther; 
They downa bide the stink o' powther; 
Their bauldest thought's a hank'ring swither 
          To stan' or rin, 
Till skelp-a shot-they're aff, a'throw'ther, 
          To save their skin. 
 
But bring a Scotchman frae his hill, 
Clap in his cheek a Highland gill, 
Say, such is royal George's will, 
          An' there's the foe! 
He has nae thought but how to kill 
          Twa at a blow. 
 
Nae cauld, faint-hearted doubtings tease him; 
Death comes, wi' fearless eye he sees him; 
Wi'bluidy hand a welcome gies him; 
          An' when he fa's, 
His latest draught o' breathin lea'es him 
          In faint huzzas. 
 
Sages their solemn een may steek, 
An' raise a philosophic reek, 
An' physically causes seek, 
          In clime an' season; 
But tell me whisky's name in Greek 
          I'll tell the reason. 
 
Scotland, my auld, respected mither! 
Tho' whiles ye moistify your leather, 
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          An' piss'd wi' dread, 
While he, wi' hingin lip an' snakin, 
          Held up his head. 
 
Lord, in Thy day o' vengeance try him, 
Lord, visit them wha did employ him, 
And pass not in Thy mercy by 'em, 
          Nor hear their pray'r, 
But for Thy people's sake, destroy 'em, 
          An' dinna spare. 
 
But, Lord, remember me an' mine 
Wi' mercies temp'ral an' divine, 
That I for grace an' gear may shine, 
          Excell'd by nane, 
And a' the glory shall be thine, 
          Amen, Amen! 
 

Epistle to a Young Friend 
 
I Lang hae thought, my youthfu' friend, 
     A something to have sent you, 
Tho' it should serve nae ither end 
     Than just a kind memento: 
But how the subject-theme may gang, 
     Let time and chance determine; 
Perhaps it may turn out a sang: 
     Perhaps turn out a sermon. 
 
Ye'll try the world soon, my lad; 
     And, Andrew dear, believe me, 
Ye'll find mankind an unco squad, 
     And muckle they may grieve ye: 
For care and trouble set your thought, 
     Ev'n when your end's attained; 
And a' your views may come to nought, 
     Where ev'ry nerve is strained. 
 
I'll no say, men are villains a'; 
     The real, harden'd wicked, 
Wha hae nae check but human law, 
     Are to a few restricked; 
But, Och! mankind are unco weak, 
     An' little to be trusted; 
If self the wavering balance shake, 
     It's rarely right adjusted! 
 
Yet they wha fa' in fortune's strife, 
     Their fate we shouldna censure; 
For still, th' important end of life 
     They equally may answer; 
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Ilk hoary hunter mourn'd a brither; 
Ilk sportsman youth bemoan'd a father; 
Yon auld gray stane, amang the heather, 
          Marks out his head; 
Whare Burns has wrote, in rhyming blether, 
          "Tam Samson's dead!" 
 
There, low he lies, in lasting rest; 
Perhaps upon his mould'ring breast 
Some spitefu' muirfowl bigs her nest 
          To hatch an' breed: 
Alas! nae mair he'll them molest! 
           Tam Samson's dead! 
 
When August winds the heather wave, 
And sportsmen wander by yon grave, 
Three volleys let his memory crave, 
          O' pouther an' lead, 
Till Echo answer frae her cave, 
          "Tam Samson's dead!" 
 
Heav'n rest his saul whare'er he be! 
Is th' wish o' mony mae than me: 
He had twa fauts, or maybe three, 
          Yet what remead? 
Ae social, honest man want we: 
          Tam Samson's dead! 
 

The Epitaph 
 

Tam Samson's weel-worn clay here lies 
     Ye canting zealots, spare him! 
If honest worth in Heaven rise, 
     Ye'll mend or ye win near him. 
 

Per Contra 
 

Go, Fame, an' canter like a filly 
Thro' a' the streets an' neuks o' Killie; 
Tell ev'ry social honest billie 
          To cease his grievin'; 
For, yet unskaithed by Death's gleg gullie. 
          Tam Samson's leevin'! 
 

A Winter Night 
 

Poor naked wretches, wheresoe'er you are, 
That bide the pelting of this pitiless storm! 
How shall your houseless heads, and unfed sides, 
Your loop'd and window'd raggedness, defend you 
From seasons such as these? 

Shakespeare  
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Thou clears the head o'doited Lear; 
Thou cheers ahe heart o' drooping Care; 
Thou strings the nerves o' Labour sair, 
          At's weary toil; 
Though even brightens dark Despair 
          Wi' gloomy smile. 
 
Aft, clad in massy siller weed, 
Wi' gentles thou erects thy head; 
Yet, humbly kind in time o' need, 
          The poor man's wine; 
His weep drap parritch, or his bread, 
          Thou kitchens fine. 
 
Thou art the life o' public haunts; 
But thee, what were our fairs and rants? 
Ev'n godly meetings o' the saunts, 
          By thee inspired, 
When gaping they besiege the tents, 
          Are doubly fir'd. 
 
That merry night we get the corn in, 
O sweetly, then, thou reams the horn in! 
Or reekin on a New-year morning 
          In cog or bicker, 
An' just a wee drap sp'ritual burn in, 
          An' gusty sucker! 
 
When Vulcan gies his bellows breath, 
An' ploughmen gather wi' their graith, 
O rare! to see thee fizz an freath 
          I' th' luggit caup! 
Then Burnewin comes on like death 
          At every chap. 
 
Nae mercy then, for airn or steel; 
The brawnie, banie, ploughman chiel, 
Brings hard owrehip, wi' sturdy wheel, 
          The strong forehammer, 
Till block an' studdie ring an reel, 
          Wi' dinsome clamour. 
 
When skirling weanies see the light, 
Though maks the gossips clatter bright, 
How fumblin' cuiffs their dearies slight; 
          Wae worth the name! 
Nae howdie gets a social night, 
          Or plack frae them. 
 
When neibors anger at a plea, 
An' just as wud as wud can be, 
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How easy can the barley brie 
          Cement the quarrel! 
It's aye the cheapest lawyer's fee, 
          To taste the barrel. 
 
Alake! that e'er my muse has reason, 
To wyte her countrymen wi' treason! 
But mony daily weet their weason 
          Wi' liquors nice, 
An' hardly, in a winter season, 
          E'er Spier her price. 
 
Wae worth that brandy, burnin trash! 
Fell source o' mony a pain an' brash! 
Twins mony a poor, doylt, drucken hash, 
          O' half his days; 
An' sends, beside, auld Scotland's cash 
          To her warst faes. 
 
Ye Scots, wha wish auld Scotland well! 
Ye chief, to you my tale I tell, 
Poor, plackless devils like mysel'! 
          It sets you ill, 
Wi' bitter, dearthfu' wines to mell, 
          Or foreign gill. 
 
May gravels round his blather wrench, 
An' gouts torment him, inch by inch, 
What twists his gruntle wi' a glunch 
          O' sour disdain, 
Out owre a glass o' whisky-punch 
          Wi' honest men! 
 
O Whisky! soul o' plays and pranks! 
Accept a bardie's gratfu' thanks! 
When wanting thee, what tuneless cranks 
          Are my poor verses! 
Thou comes-they rattle in their ranks, 
          At ither's arses! 
 
Thee, Ferintosh! O sadly lost! 
Scotland lament frae coast to coast! 
Now colic grips, an' barkin hoast 
          May kill us a'; 
For loyal Forbes' charter'd boast 
          Is ta'en awa? 
 
Thae curst horse-leeches o' the' Excise, 
Wha mak the whisky stells their prize! 
Haud up thy han', Deil! ance, twice, thrice! 
          There, seize the blinkers! 
An' bake them up in brunstane pies 
          For poor damn'd drinkers. 
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At ev'n, when beans their fragrance shed, 
          I' th' rustling gale, 
Ye maukins, whiddin thro' the glade, 
          Come join my wail. 
 
Mourn, ye wee songsters o' the wood; 
Ye grouse that crap the heather bud; 
Ye curlews, calling thro' a clud; 
          Ye whistling plover; 
And mourn, we whirring paitrick brood; 
          He's gane for ever! 
 
Mourn, sooty coots, and speckled teals; 
Ye fisher herons, watching eels; 
Ye duck and drake, wi' airy wheels 
          Circling the lake; 
Ye bitterns, till the quagmire reels, 
          Rair for his sake. 
 
Mourn, clam'ring craiks at close o' day, 
'Mang fields o' flow'ring clover gay; 
And when ye wing your annual way 
          Frae our claud shore, 
Tell thae far warlds wha lies in clay, 
          Wham we deplore. 
 
Ye houlets, frae your ivy bow'r 
In some auld tree, or eldritch tow'r, 
What time the moon, wi' silent glow'r, 
          Sets up her horn, 
Wail thro' the dreary midnight hour, 
          Till waukrife morn! 
 
O rivers, forests, hills, and plains! 
Oft have ye heard my canty strains; 
But now, what else for me remains 
          But tales of woe; 
And frae my een the drapping rains 
          Maun ever flow. 
 
Mourn, Spring, thou darling of the year! 
Ilk cowslip cup shall kep a tear: 
Thou, Simmer, while each corny spear 
          Shoots up its head, 
Thy gay, green, flow'ry tresses shear, 
          For him that's dead! 
 
Thou, Autumn, wi' thy yellow hair, 
In grief thy sallow mantle tear! 
Thou, Winter, hurling thro' the air 
          The roaring blast, 
Wide o'er the naked world declare 
          The worth we've lost! 
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Mourn him, thou Sun, great source of light! 
Mourn, Empress of the silent night! 
And you, ye twinkling starnies bright, 
          My Matthew mourn! 
For through your orbs he's ta'en his flight, 
          Ne'er to return. 
 
O Henderson! the man! the brother! 
And art thou gone, and gone for ever! 
And hast thou crost that unknown river, 
          Life's dreary bound! 
Like thee, where shall I find another, 
          The world around! 
 
Go to your sculptur'd tombs, ye Great, 
In a' the tinsel trash o' state! 
But by thy honest turf I'll wait, 
          Thou man of worth! 
And weep the ae best fellow's fate 
          E'er lay in earth. 
 

The Epitaph 
 
Stop, passenger! my story's brief, 
     And truth I shall relate, man: 
I tell nae common tale o' grief, 
     For Matthew was a great man. 
 
If thou uncommon merit hast, 
     Yet spurn'd at Fortune's door, man; 
A look of pity hither cast, 
     For Matthew was a poor man. 
 
If thou a noble sodger art, 
     That passest by this grave, man; 
There moulders here a gallant heart, 
     For Matthew was a brave man. 
 
If thou on men, their works and ways, 
     Canst throw uncommon light, man; 
Here lies wha weel had won thy praise, 
     For Matthew was a bright man. 
 
If thou, at Friendship's sacred ca', 
     Wad life itself resign, man; 
Thy sympathetic tear maun fa', 
     For Matthew was a kind man. 
 
If thou art staunch, without a stain, 
     Like the unchanging blue, man; 
This was a kinsman o' thy ain, 
     For Matthew was a true man. 
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If thou hast wit, and fun, and fire, 
     And ne'er guid wine did fear, man; 
This was thy billie, dam, and sire, 
     For Matthew was a queer man. 
 
If onie whiggish, whingin sot, 
     To blame poor Matthew dare, man; 
May dool and sorrow be his lot! 
     For Matthew was a rare man. 
 

The Auld Farmer's New-Year-Morning Salutation 
to His Auld Mare, Maggie 

 
On giving her the accustomed ripp of corn to hansel in the New Year. 

 
A Guid New-year I wish thee, Maggie! 
Hae, there's a ripp to thy auld baggie: 
Tho' thou's howe-backit now, an' knaggie, 
          I've seen the day 
Thou could hae gaen like ony staggie, 
          Out-owre the lay. 
 
Tho' now thou's dowie, stiff, an' crazy, 
An' thy auld hide as white's a daisie, 
I've seen thee dappl't, sleek an' glaizie, 
          A bonie gray: 
He should been tight that daur't to raize thee, 
          Ance in a day. 
 
Thou ance was i' the foremost rank, 
A filly buirdly, steeve, an' swank; 
An' set weel down a shapely shank, 
          As e'er tread yird; 
An' could hae flown out-owre a stank, 
          Like ony bird. 
 
It's now some nine-an'-twenty year, 
Sin' thou was my guid-father's mear; 
He gied me thee, o' tocher clear, 
          An' fifty mark; 
Tho' it was sma', 'twas weel-won gear, 
          An' thou was stark. 
 
When first I gaed to woo my Jenny, 
Ye then was trotting wi' your minnie: 
Tho' ye was trickie, slee, an' funnie, 
          Ye ne'er was donsie; 
But hamely, tawie, quiet, an' cannie, 
          An' unco sonsie. 
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That day, ye pranc'd wi' muckle pride, 
When ye bure hame my bonie bride: 
An' sweet an' gracefu' she did ride, 
          Wi' maiden air! 
Kyle-Stewart I could bragged wide 
         For sic a pair. 
 
Tho' now ye dow but hoyte and hobble, 
An' wintle like a saumont coble, 
That day, ye was a jinker noble, 
         For heels an' win'! 
An' ran them till they a' did wauble, 
          Far, far, behin'! 
 
When thou an' I were young an' skeigh, 
An' stable-meals at fairs were dreigh, 
How thou wad prance, and snore, an' skreigh 
          An' tak the road! 
Town's-bodies ran, an' stood abeigh, 
          An' ca't thee mad. 
 
When thou was corn't, an' I was mellow, 
We took the road aye like a swallow: 
At brooses thou had ne'er a fellow, 
          For pith an' speed; 
But ev'ry tail thou pay't them hollow, 
          Whare'er thou gaed. 
 
The sma', droop-rumpl't, hunter cattle 
Might aiblins waur't thee for a brattle; 
But sax Scotch mile, thou try't their mettle, 
          An' gar't them whaizle: 
Nae whip nor spur, but just a wattle 
          O' saugh or hazel. 
 
Thou was a noble fittie-lan', 
As e'er in tug or tow was drawn! 
Aft thee an' I, in aught hours' gaun, 
          In guid March-weather, 
Hae turn'd sax rood beside our han', 
          For days thegither. 
 
Thou never braing't, an' fetch't, an' fliskit; 
But thy auld tail thou wad hae whiskit, 
An' spread abreed thy weel-fill'd brisket, 
          Wi' pith an' power; 
Till sprittie knowes wad rair't an' riskit 
          An' slypet owre. 
 
When frosts lay lang, an' snaws were deep, 
An' threaten'd labour back to keep, 
I gied thy cog a wee bit heap 
          Aboon the timmer: 
I ken'd my Maggie wad na sleep, 
          For that, or simmer. 
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In cart or car thou never reestit; 
The steyest brae thou wad hae fac't it; 
Thou never lap, an' sten't, and breastit, 
          Then stood to blaw; 
But just thy step a wee thing hastit, 
          Thou snoov't awa. 
 
My pleugh is now thy bairn-time a', 
Four gallant brutes as e'er did draw; 
Forbye sax mae I've sell't awa, 
          That thou hast nurst: 
They drew me thretteen pund an' twa, 
          The vera warst. 
 
Mony a sair daurk we twa hae wrought, 
An' wi' the weary warl' fought! 
An' mony an anxious day, I thought 
          We wad be beat! 
Yet here to crazy age we're brought, 
          Wi' something yet. 
 
An' think na', my auld trusty servan', 
That now perhaps thou's less deservin, 
An' thy auld days may end in starvin; 
          For my last fow, 
A heapit stimpart, I'll reserve ane 
          Laid by for you. 
 
We've worn to crazy years thegither; 
We'll toyte about wi' ane anither; 
Wi' tentie care I'll flit thy tether 
          To some hain'd rig, 
Whare ye may nobly rax your leather, 
          Wi' sma' fatigue. 
 

To a Mouse, on Turning Her up in Her Nest 
with the Plough, November, 1785 

 
Wee, sleekit, cow'rin, tim'rous beastie, 
O, what a panic's in thy breastie! 
Thou need na start awa sae hasty, 
          Wi' bickering brattle! 
I wad be laith to rin an' chase thee, 
          Wi' murd'ring pattle! 
 
I'm truly sorry man's dominion, 
Has broken nature's social union, 
An' justifies that ill opinion, 
          Which makes thee startle 
At me, thy poor, earth-born companion, 
          An' fellow-mortal! 
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"See yonder poor, o'erlabour'd wight, 
     So abject, mean, and vile, 
Who begs a brother of the earth 
     To give him leave to toil; 
And see his lordly fellow-worm 
     The poor petition spurn, 
Unmindful, tho' a weeping wife 
     And helpless offspring mourn. 
 
"If I'm design'd yon lordling's slave, 
     By Nature's law design'd, 
Why was an independent wish 
     E'er planted in my mind? 
If not, why am I subject to 
     His cruelty, or scorn? 
Or why has man the will and pow'r 
     To make his fellow mourn? 
 
"Yet, let not this too much, my son, 
     Disturb thy youthful breast: 
This partial view of human-kind 
     Is surely not the last! 
The poor, oppressed, honest man 
     Had never, sure, been born, 
Had there not been some recompense 
     To comfort those that mourn! 
 
"O Death! the poor man's dearest friend, 
     The kindest and the best! 
Welcome the hour my aged limbs 
     Are laid with thee at rest! 
The great, the wealthy fear thy blow 
     From pomp and pleasure torn; 
But, oh! a blest relief for those 
     That weary-laden mourn!" 
 

To a Mountain Daisy 
 

On turning down with the Plough, in April, 1786. 
 

Wee, modest crimson-tipped flow'r, 
Thou's met me in an evil hour; 
For I maun crush amang the stoure 
          Thy slender stem: 
To spare thee now is past my pow'r, 
          Thou bonie gem. 
 
Alas! it's no thy neibor sweet, 
The bonie lark, companion meet, 
Bending thee 'mang the dewy weet, 
          Wi' spreckl'd breast! 
When upward-springing, blythe, to greet 
          The purpling east. 
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          Wi' tearfu' e'e; 
For weel I wat they'll sairly miss him 
          That's owre the sea! 
 
O Fortune, they hae room to grumble! 
Hadst thou taen aff some drowsy bummle, 
Wha can do nought but fyke an' fumble, 
          'Twad been nae plea; 
But he was gleg as ony wumble, 
          That's owre the sea! 
 
Auld, cantie Kyle may weepers wear, 
An' stain them wi' the saut, saut tear; 
'Twill mak her poor auld heart, I fear, 
          In flinders flee: 
He was her Laureat mony a year, 
          That's owre the sea! 
 
He saw Misfortune's cauld nor-west 
Lang mustering up a bitter blast; 
A jillet brak his heart at last, 
          Ill may she be! 
So, took a berth afore the mast, 
          An' owre the sea. 
 
To tremble under Fortune's cummock, 
On a scarce a bellyfu' o' drummock, 
Wi' his proud, independent stomach, 
          Could ill agree; 
So, row't his hurdies in a hammock, 
          An' owre the sea. 
 
He ne'er was gien to great misguidin, 
Yet coin his pouches wad na bide in; 
Wi' him it ne'er was under hiding; 
          He dealt it free: 
The Muse was a' that he took pride in, 
          That's owre the sea. 
 
Jamaica bodies, use him weel, 
An' hap him in cozie biel: 
Ye'll find him aye a dainty chiel, 
          An' fou o' glee: 
He wad na wrang'd the vera deil, 
          That's owre the sea. 
 
Farewell, my rhyme-composing billie! 
Your native soil was right ill-willie; 
But may ye flourish like a lily, 
          Now bonilie! 
I'll toast you in my hindmost gillie, 
          Tho' owre the sea! 
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Address to Edinburgh 
 
Edina! Scotia's darling seat! 
     All hail thy palaces and tow'rs, 
Where once, beneath a Monarch's feet, 
     Sat Legislation's sov'reign pow'rs: 
From marking wildly scatt'red flow'rs, 
     As on the banks of Ayr I stray'd, 
And singing, lone, the lingering hours, 
     I shelter in thy honour'd shade. 
 
Here Wealth still swells the golden tide, 
     As busy Trade his labours plies; 
There Architecture's noble pride 
     Bids elegance and splendour rise: 
Here Justice, from her native skies, 
     High wields her balance and her rod; 
There Learning, with his eagle eyes, 
     Seeks Science in her coy abode. 
 
Thy sons, Edina, social, kind, 
     With open arms the stranger hail; 
Their views enlarg'd, their liberal mind, 
     Above the narrow, rural vale: 
Attentive still to Sorrow's wail, 
     Or modest Merit's silent claim; 
And never may their sources fail! 
     And never Envy blot their name! 
 
Thy daughters bright thy walks adorn, 
     Gay as the gilded summer sky, 
Sweet as the dewy, milk-white thorn, 
     Dear as the raptur'd thrill of joy! 
Fair Burnet strikes th' adoring eye, 
     Heaven's beauties on my fancy shine; 
I see the Sire of Love on high, 
     And own His work indeed divine! 
 
There, watching high the least alarms, 
     Thy rough, rude fortress gleams afar; 
Like some bold veteran, grey in arms, 
     And mark'd with many a seamy scar: 
The pond'rous wall and massy bar, 
     Grim-rising o'er the rugged rock, 
Have oft withstood assailing war, 
     And oft repell'd th' invader's shock. 
 
With awe-struck thought, and pitying tears, 
     I view that noble, stately Dome, 
Where Scotia's kings of other years, 
     Fam'd heroes! had their royal home: 
Alas, how chang'd the times to come! 
     Their royal name low in the dust! 
Their hapless race wild-wand'ring roam! 
     Tho' rigid Law cries out 'twas just! 
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Wild beats my heart to trace your steps, 
     Whose ancestors, in days of yore, 
Thro' hostile ranks and ruin'd gaps 
     Old Scotia's bloody lion bore: 
Ev'n I who sing in rustic lore, 
     Haply my sires have left their shed, 
And fac'd grim Danger's loudest roar, 
     Bold-following where your fathers led! 
 
Edina! Scotia's darling seat! 
     All hail thy palaces and tow'rs; 
Where once, beneath a Monarch's feet, 
     Sat Legislation's sovereign pow'rs: 
From marking wildly-scatt'red flow'rs, 
     As on the banks of Ayr I stray'd, 
And singing, lone, the ling'ring hours, 
     I shelter in thy honour'd shade. 
 

Lament for James, Earl of Glencairn 
 
The wind blew hollow frae the hills, 
     By fits the sun's departing beam 
Look'd on the fading yellow woods, 
     That wav'd o'er Lugar's winding stream: 
Beneath a craigy steep, a Bard, 
     Laden with years and meikle pain, 
In loud lament bewail'd his lord, 
     Whom Death had all untimely ta'en. 
 
He lean'd him to an ancient aik, 
     Whose trunk was mould'ring down with years; 
His locks were bleached white with time, 
     His hoary cheek was wet wi' tears! 
And as he touch'd his trembling harp, 
     And as he tun'd his doleful sang, 
The winds, lamenting thro' their caves, 
     To Echo bore the notes alang. 
 
"Ye scatter'd birds that faintly sing, 
     The reliques o' the vernal queir! 
Ye woods that shed on a' the winds 
     The honours of the aged year! 
A few short months, and glad and gay, 
     Again ye'll charm the ear and e'e; 
But nocht in all-revolving time 
     Can gladness bring again to me. 
 
"I am a bending aged tree, 
     That long has stood the wind and rain; 
But now has come a cruel blast, 
     And my last hald of earth is gane; 
Nae leaf o' mine shall greet the spring, 
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"The bridegroom may forget the bride 
     Was made his wedded wife yestreen; 
The monarch may forget the crown 
     That on his head an hour has been; 
The mother may forget the child 
     That smiles sae sweetly on her knee; 
But I'll remember thee, Glencairn, 
     And a' that thou hast done for me!" 
 

Lament of Mary, Queen of Scots, 
on the Approach of Spring 

 
Now Nature hangs her mantle green 
     On every blooming tree, 
And spreads her sheets o' daisies white 
     Out o'er the grassy lea; 
Now Phoebus cheers the crystal streams, 
     And glads the azure skies; 
But nought can glad the weary wight 
     That fast in durance lies. 
 
Now laverocks wake the merry morn 
     Aloft on dewy wing; 
The merle, in his noontide bow'r, 
     Makes woodland echoes ring; 
The mavis wild wi' mony a note, 
     Sings drowsy day to rest: 
In love and freedom they rejoice, 
     Wi' care nor thrall opprest. 
 
Now blooms the lily by the bank, 
     The primrose down the brae; 
The hawthorn's budding in the glen, 
     And milk-white is the slae: 
The meanest hind in fair Scotland 
     May rove their sweets amang; 
But I, the Queen of a' Scotland, 
     Maun lie in prison strang. 
 
I was the Queen o' bonie France, 
     Where happy I hae been; 
Fu' lightly raise I in the morn, 
     As blythe lay down at e'en: 
And I'm the sov'reign of Scotland, 
    And mony a traitor there; 
Yet here I lie in foreign bands, 
      And never-ending care. 
 
But as for thee, thou false woman, 
     My sister and my fae, 
Grim Vengeance yet shall whet a sword 
     That thro' thy soul shall gae;  
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But comes frae 'mang that cursed set, 
          I winna name; 
I hope frae heav'n to see them yet 
          In fiery flame. 
 
Dalrymple has been lang our fae, 
M'Gill has wrought us meikle wae, 
An' that curs'd rascal ca'd M'Quhae, 
          And baith the Shaws, 
That aft hae made us black an' blae, 
          Wi' vengefu' paws. 
 
Auld Wodrow lang has hatch'd mischief; 
We thought aye death wad bring relief; 
But he has gotten, to our grief, 
          Ane to succeed him, 
A chield wha'll soundly buff our beef; 
          I meikle dread him. 
 
And mony a ane that I could tell, 
Wha fain wad openly rebel, 
Forby turn-coats amang oursel', 
          There's Smith for ane; 
I doubt he's but a grey nick quill, 
          An' that ye'll fin'. 
 
O! a' ye flocks o'er a, the hills, 
By mosses, meadows, moors, and fells, 
Come, join your counsel and your skills 
          To cowe the lairds, 
An' get the brutes the power themsel's 
          To choose their herds. 
 
Then Orthodoxy yet may prance, 
An' Learning in a woody dance, 
An' that fell cur ca'd Common Sense, 
          That bites sae sair, 
Be banished o'er the sea to France: 
         Let him bark there. 
 
Then Shaw's an' D'rymple's eloquence, 
M'Gill's close nervous excellence 
M'Quhae's pathetic manly sense, 
          An' guid M'Math, 
Wi' Smith, wha thro' the heart can glance, 
         May a' pack aff. 
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If, in their random, wanton spouts, 
     They near the margin stray; 
If, hapless chance! they linger lang, 
     I'm scorching up so shallow, 
They're left the whitening stanes amang, 
     In gasping death to wallow. 
 
Last day I grat wi' spite and teen, 
     As poet Burns came by, 
That, to a bard, I should be seen 
     Wi' half my channel dry; 
A panegyric rhyme, I ween, 
     Ev'n as I was, he shor'd me; 
But had I in my glory been, 
     He, kneeling, wad ador'd me. 
 
Here, foaming down the skelvy rocks, 
     In twisting strength I rin; 
There, high my boiling torrent smokes, 
     Wild-roaring o'er a linn: 
Enjoying each large spring and well, 
     As Nature gave them me, 
I am, altho' I say't mysel', 
     Worth gaun a mile to see. 
 
Would then my noble master please 
     To grant my highest wishes, 
He'll shade my banks wi' tow'ring trees, 
     And bonie spreading bushes. 
Delighted doubly then, my lord, 
     You'll wander on my banks, 
And listen mony a grateful bird 
     Return you tuneful thanks. 
 
The sober lav'rock, warbling wild, 
     Shall to the skies aspire; 
The gowdspink, Music's gayest child, 
     Shall sweetly join the choir; 
The blackbird strong, the lintwhite clear, 
     The mavis mild and mellow; 
The robin pensive Autumn cheer, 
     In all her locks of yellow. 
 
This, too, a covert shall ensure, 
     To shield them from the storm; 
And coward maukin sleep secure, 
     Low in her grassy form: 
Here shall the shepherd make his seat, 
     To weave his crown of flow'rs; 
Or find a shelt'ring, safe retreat, 
     From prone-descending show'rs. 
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His knife see rustic Labour dight, 
An' cut you up wi' ready sleight, 
Trenching your gushing entrails bright, 
          Like ony ditch; 
And then, O what a glorious sight, 
          Warm-reekin', rich! 
 
Then, horn for horn, they stretch an' strive: 
Deil tak the hindmost! on they drive, 
Till a' their weel-swall'd kytes belyve 
          Are bent like drums; 
Then auld Guidman, maist like to rive, 
          Bethankit! hums. 
 
Is there that owre his French ragout 
Or olio that wad staw a sow, 
Or fricassee wad make her spew 
          Wi' perfect sconner, 
Looks down wi' sneering, scornfu' view 
          On sic a dinner? 
 
Poor devil! see him owre his trash, 
As feckles as wither'd rash, 
His spindle shank, a guid whip-lash; 
          His nieve a nit; 
Thro' blody flood or field to dash, 
          O how unfit! 
 
But mark the Rustic, haggis-fed, 
The trembling earth resounds his tread! 
Clap in his walie nieve a blade, 
          He'll mak it whissle; 
An' legs an' arms, an' hands will sned, 
          Like taps o' trissle. 
 
Ye Pow'rs, wha mak mankind your care, 
And dish them out their bill o' fare, 
Auld Scotland wants nae skinking ware 
          That jaups in luggies; 
But, if ye wish her gratefu' prayer 
          Gie her a haggis! 
 

Address to the Toothache 
 
My curse upon your venom'd stang, 
That shoots my tortur'd gums alang, 
An' thro' my lug gies mony a twang, 
          Wi' gnawing vengeance, 
Tearing my nerves wi' bitter pang, 
          Like racking engines! 
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Till Robert, the lord of the Cairn and the Scaur, 
Unmatch'd at the bottle, unconquer'd in war, 
He drank his poor god-ship as deep as the sea; 
No tide of the Baltic e'er drunker than he. 
 
Thus Robert, victorious, the trophy has gain'd; 
Which now in his house has for ages remain'd; 
Till three noble chieftains, and all of his blood, 
The jovial contest again have renew'd. 
 
Three joyous good fellows, with hearts clear of flaw 
Craigdarroch, so famous for with, worth, and law; 
And trusty Glenriddel, so skill'd in old coins; 
And gallant Sir Robert, deep-read in old wines. 
 
Craigdarroch began, with a tongue smooth as oil, 
Desiring Downrightly to yield up the spoil; 
Or else he would muster the heads of the clan, 
And once more, in claret, try which was the man. 
 
"By the gods of the ancients!" Downrightly replies, 
"Before I surrender so glorious a prize, 
I'll conjure the ghost of the great Rorie More, 
And bumper his horn with him twenty times o'er." 
 
Sir Robert, a soldier, no speech would pretend, 
But he ne'er turn'd his back on his foe, or his friend; 
Said, "Toss down the Whistle, the prize of the field," 
And, knee-deep in claret, he'd die ere he'd yield. 
 
To the board of Glenriddel our heroes repair, 
So noted for drowning of sorrow and care; 
But, for wine and for welcome, not more known to fame, 
Than the sense, wit, and taste, of a sweet lovely dame. 
 
A bard was selected to witness the fray, 
And tell future ages the feats of the day; 
A Bard who detested all sadness and spleen, 
And wish'd that Parnassus a vineyard had been. 
 
The dinner being over, the claret they ply, 
And ev'ry new cork is a new spring of joy; 
In the bands of old friendship and kindred so set, 
And the bands grew the tighter the more they were wet. 
 
Gay Pleasure ran riot as bumpers ran o'er: 
Bright Phoebus ne'er witness'd so joyous a core, 
And vow'd that to leave them he was quite forlorn, 
Till Cynthia hinted he'd see them next morn. 
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Rumble John! rumble John, mount the steps with a groan, 
     Cry the book is with heresy cramm'd; 
Then out wi' your ladle, deal brimstone like aidle, 
     And roar ev'ry note of the damn'd, 
     Rumble John! And roar ev'ry note of the damn'd. 
 
Simper James! simper James, leave your fair Killie dames, 
     There's a holier chase in your view: 
I'll lay on your head, that the pack you'll soon lead, 
     For puppies like you there's but few, 
     Simper James! For puppies like you there's but few. 
 
Singet Sawnie! singet Sawnie, are ye huirdin the penny, 
     Unconscious what evils await? 
With a jump, yell, and howl, alarm ev'ry soul, 
     For the foul thief is just at your gate. 
     Singet Sawnie! For the foul thief is just at your gate. 
 
Poet Willie! poet Willie, gie the Doctor a volley, 
     Wi' your "Liberty's Chain" and your wit; 
O'er Pegasus' side ye ne'er laid a stride, 
     Ye but smelt, man, the place where he shit. 
     Poet Willie! Ye but smelt man, the place where he shit. 
 
Barr Steenie! Barr Steenie, what mean ye, what mean ye? 
     If ye meddle nae mair wi' the matter, 
Ye may hae some pretence to havins and sense, 
     Wi' people that ken ye nae better, 
     Barr Steenie! Wi'people that ken ye nae better. 
 
Jamie Goose! Jamie Goose, ye made but toom roose, 
     In hunting the wicked Lieutenant; 
But the Doctor's your mark, for the Lord's holy ark, 
     He has cooper'd an' ca'd a wrang pin in't, 
     Jamie Goose! He has cooper'd an' ca'd a wrang pin in't. 
 
Davie Rant! Davie Rant, wi' a face like a saunt, 
     And a heart that wad poison a hog; 
Raise an impudent roar, like a breaker lee-shore 
     Or the kirk will be tint in a bog. 
     Davie Rant! Or the kirk will be tint in a bog. 
 
Irvine Side! Irvine Side, wi' your turkey-cock pride 
     Of manhood but sma' is your share: 
Ye've the figure, 'tis true, ev'n your foes will allow, 
     And your friends they dare grant you nae mair, 
     Irvine Side! And your friends they dare grant you nae mair. 
 
Muirland Jock! muirland Jock, when the Lord makes a rock, 
     To crush common-sense for her sins; 
If ill-manners were wit, there's no mortal so fit 
     To confound the poor Doctor at ance, 
     Muirland Jock! To confound the poor Doctor at ance. 
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Andro Gowk! Andro Gowk, ye may slander the Book, 
     An' the Book nought the waur, let me tell ye; 
Tho' ye're rich, an' look big, yet, lay by hat an' wig, 
     An' ye'll hae a calf's-had o' sma' value, 
     Andro Gowk! Ye'll hae a calf's head o' sma value. 
 
Daddy Auld! daddy Auld, there'a a tod in the fauld, 
     A tod meikle waur than the clerk; 
Tho' ye do little skaith, ye'll be in at the death, 
     For gif ye canna bite, ye may bark, 
     Daddy Auld! Gif ye canna bite, ye may bark. 
 
Holy Will! holy Will, there was wit in your skull, 
     When ye pilfer'd the alms o' the poor; 
The timmer is scant when ye're taen for a saunt, 
     Wha should swing in a rape for an hour, 
     Holy Will! Ye should swing in a rape for an hour. 
 
Calvin's sons! Calvin's sons, seize your spiritual guns, 
     Ammunition you never can need; 
Your hearts are the stuff will be powder enough, 
     And your skulls are a storehouse o' lead, 
     Calvin's sons! Your skulls are a storehouse o' lead. 
 
Poet Burns! poet Burns, wi' your priest-skelpin turns, 
     Why desert ye your auld native shire? 
Your muse is a gipsy, yet were she e'en tipsy, 
     She could ca'us nae waur than we are, 
     Poet Burns! She could ca'us nae waur than we are. 
 

Written in Friars Carse Hermitage 
 

on Nithside 
 

Thou whom chance may hither lead, 
Be thou clad in russet weed, 
Be thou deckt in silken stole, 
Grave these counsels on thy soul. 
     Life is but a day at most, 
Sprung from night,-in darkness lost; 
Hope not sunshine ev'ry hour, 
Fear not clouds will always lour. 
     As Youth and Love with sprightly dance, 
Beneath thy morning star advance, 
Pleasure with her siren air 
May delude the thoughtless pair; 
Let Prudence bless Enjoyment's cup, 
Then raptur'd sip, and sip it up. 
     As thy day grows warm and high, 
Life's meridian flaming nigh, 
Dost thou spurn the humble vale? 
Life's proud summits wouldst thou scale? 
Check thy climbing step, elate, 
Evils lurk in felon wait: 
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The promis'd father's tender name; 
     These were the pledges of my love! 
 
Encircled in her clasping arms, 
     How have the raptur'd moments flown! 
How have I wish'd for fortune's charms, 
     For her dear sake, and her's alone! 
And, must I think it! is she gone, 
     My secret heart's exulting boast? 
And does she heedless hear my groan? 
     And is she ever, ever lost? 
 
Oh! can she bear so base a heart, 
     So lost to honour, lost to truth, 
As from the fondest lover part, 
     The plighted husband of her youth? 
Alas! life's path may be unsmooth! 
     Her way may lie thro' rough distress! 
Then, who her pangs and pains will soothe 
     Her sorrows share, and make them less? 
 
Ye winged hours that o'er us pass'd, 
     Enraptur'd more, the more enjoy'd, 
Your dear remembrance in my breast 
     My fondly-treasur'd thoughts employ'd: 
That breast, how dreary now, and void, 
     For her too scanty once of room! 
Ev'n ev'ry ray of hope destroy'd, 
     And not a wish to gild the gloom! 
 
The morn, that warns th' approaching day, 
     Awakes me up to toil and woe; 
I see the hours in long array, 
     That I must suffer, lingering, slow: 
Full many a pang, and many a throe, 
     Keen recollection's direful train, 
Must wring my soul, were Phoebus, low, 
     Shall kiss the distant western main. 
 
And when my nightly couch I try, 
     Sore harass'd out with care and grief, 
My toil-beat nerves, and tear-worn eye, 
     Keep watchings with the nightly thief: 
Or if I slumber, Fancy, chief, 
     Reigns, haggard-wild, in sore affright: 
Ev'n day, all-bitter, brings relief 
     From such a horror-breathing night. 
 
O thou bright queen, who o'er th' expanse 
     Now highest reign'st, with boundless sway 
Oft has thy silent-marking glance 
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     Observ'd us, fondly-wand'ring, stray! 
The time, unheeded, sped away, 
     While love's luxurious pulse beat high, 
Beneath thy silver-gleaming ray, 
     To mark the mutual-kindling eye. 
 
Oh! scenes in strong remembrance set! 
     Scenes, never, never to return! 
Scenes, if in stupor I forget, 
     Again I feel, again I burn! 
From ev'ry joy and pleasure torn, 
     Life's weary vale I'll wander thro'; 
And hopeless, comfortless, I'll mourn 
     A faithless woman's broken vow! 
 

Despondency: an Ode 
 

Oppress'd with grief, oppress'd with care, 
A burden more than I can bear, 
     I set me down and sigh; 
O life! thou art a galling load, 
Along a rough, a weary road, 
     To wretches such as I! 
Dim backward as I cast my view, 
     What sick'ning scenes appear! 
What sorrows yet may pierce me through, 
     Too justly I may fear! 
          Still caring, despairing, 
               Must be my bitter doom; 
          My woes here shall close ne'er 
               But with the closing tomb! 
 
Happy, ye sons of busy life, 
Who, equal to the bustling strife, 
     No other view regard! 
Ev'n when the wished end's denied, 
Yet while the busy means are plied, 
     They bring their own reward: 
Whilst I, a hope-abandon'd wight, 
     Unfitted with an aim, 
Meet ev'ry sad returning night, 
     And joyless morn the same! 
          You, bustling, and justling, 
               Forget each grief and pain; 
          I, listless, yet restless, 
               Find ev'ry prospect vain. 
 
How blest the solitary's lot, 
Who, all-forgetting, all forgot, 
     Within his humble cell, 
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The cavern, wild with tangling roots, 
Sits o'er his newly gather'd fruits, 
     Beside his crystal well! 
Or haply, to his ev'ning thought, 
     By unfrequented stream, 
The ways of men are distant brought, 
     A faint, collected dream; 
          While praising, and raising 
               His thoughts to Heav'n on high, 
          As wand'ring, meand'ring, 
               He views the solemn sky. 
 
Than I, no lonely hermit plac'd 
Where never human footstep trac'd, 
     Less fit to play the part, 
The lucky moment to improve, 
And just to stop, and just to move, 
     With self-respecting art: 
But ah! those pleasures, loves, and joys, 
     Which I too keenly taste, 
The solitary can despise, 
     Can want, and yet be blest! 
          He needs not, he heeds not, 
               Or human love or hate; 
          Whilst I here must cry here 
               At perfidy ingrate! 
 
O, enviable, early days, 
When dancing thoughtless pleasure's maze, 
     To care, to guilt unknown! 
How ill exchang'd for riper times, 
To feel the follies, or the crimes, 
     Of others, or my own! 
Ye tiny elves that guiltless sport, 
     Like linnets in the bush, 
Ye little know the ills ye court, 
     When manhood is your wish! 
          The losses, the crosses, 
               That active man engage; 
          The fears all, the tears all, 
               Of dim declining age! 
 

Willie Chalmers 
 
Mr. Chalmers, a gentleman in Ayrshire, a particular friend of mine, asked me to write a 
poetic epistle to a young lady, his Dulcinea. I had seen her, but was scarcely acquaint-
ed with her, and wrote as follows:- 
 
Wi' braw new branks in mickle pride, 
     And eke a braw new brechan, 
My Pegasus I'm got astride, 
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But by my gun, o' guns the wale, 
An' by my pouther an' my hail, 
An' by my hen, an' by her tail, 
          I vow an' swear! 
The game shall pay, o'er muir an' dale, 
          For this, niest year. 
 
As soon's the clockin-time is by, 
An' the wee pouts begun to cry, 
Lord, I'se hae sporting by an' by 
         For my gowd guinea, 
Tho' I should herd the buckskin kye 
          For't in Virginia. 
 
Trowth, they had muckle for to blame! 
'Twas neither broken wing nor limb, 
But twa-three draps about the wame, 
          Scarce thro' the feathers; 
An' baith a yellow George to claim, 
          An' thole their blethers! 
 
It pits me aye as mad's a hare; 
So I can rhyme nor write nae mair; 
But pennyworths again is fair, 
          When time's expedient: 
Meanwhile I am, respected Sir, 
          Your most obedient. 
 

Epistle to Davie, a Brother Poet 
 

January 
 
While winds frae aff Ben-Lomond blaw, 
An' bar the doors wi' driving snaw, 
     An' hing us owre the ingle, 
I set me down to pass the time, 
An' spin a verse or twa o' rhyme, 
     In hamely, westlin jingle. 
While frosty winds blaw in the drift, 
     Ben to the chimla lug, 
I grudge a wee the great-folk's gift, 
     That live sae bien an' snug: 
          I tent less, and want less 
               Their roomy fire-side; 
          But hanker, and canker, 
               To see their cursed pride. 
 
It's hardly in a body's pow'r 
To keep, at times, frae being sour, 
     To see how things are shar'd; 
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How best o' chiels are whiles in want, 
While coofs on countless thousands rant, 
     And ken na how to wair't; 
But, Davie, lad, ne'er fash your head, 
     Tho' we hae little gear; 
We're fit to win our daily bread, 
     As lang's we're hale and fier: 
          "Mair spier na, nor fear na," 
                Auld age ne'er mind a feg; 
          The last o't, the warst o't 
               Is only but to beg. 
 
To lie in kilns and barns at e'en, 
When banes are craz'd, and bluid is thin, 
     Is doubtless, great distress! 
Yet then content could make us blest; 
Ev'n then, sometimes, we'd snatch a taste 
     Of truest happiness. 
The honest heart that's free frae a' 
     Intended fraud or guile, 
However Fortune kick the ba', 
     Has aye some cause to smile; 
          An' mind still, you'll find still, 
               A comfort this nae sma'; 
          Nae mair then we'll care then, 
               Nae farther can we fa'. 
 
What tho', like commoners of air, 
We wander out, we know not where, 
     But either house or hal', 
Yet nature's charms, the hills and woods, 
The sweeping vales, and foaming floods, 
     Are free alike to all. 
In days when daisies deck the ground, 
     And blackbirds whistle clear, 
With honest joy our hearts will bound, 
     To see the coming year: 
          On braes when we please, then, 
               We'll sit an' sowth a tune; 
          Syne rhyme till't we'll time till't, 
               An' sing't when we hae done. 
 
It's no in titles nor in rank; 
It's no in wealth like Lon'on bank, 
     To purchase peace and rest: 
It's no in makin' muckle, mair; 
It's no in books, it's no in lear, 
     To make us truly blest: 
If happiness hae not her seat 
     An' centre in the breast, 
We may be wise, or rich, or great, 
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Second Epistle to J. Lapraik 
 
While new-ca'd kye rowte at the stake 
An' pownies reek in pleugh or braik, 
This hour on e'enin's edge I take, 
          To own I'm debtor 
To honest-hearted, auld Lapraik, 
          For his kind letter. 
 
Forjesket sair, with weary legs, 
Rattlin the corn out-owre the rigs, 
Or dealing thro' amang the naigs 
          Their ten-hours' bite, 
My awkart Muse sair pleads and begs 
          I would na write. 
 
The tapetless, ramfeezl'd hizzie, 
She's saft at best an' something lazy: 
Quo' she, "Ye ken we've been sae busy 
          This month an' mair, 
That trowth, my head is grown right dizzie, 
          An' something sair." 
 
Her dowff excuses pat me mad; 
"Conscience," says I, "ye thowless jade! 
I'll write, an' that a hearty blaud, 
          This vera night; 
So dinna ye affront your trade, 
          But rhyme it right. 
 
"Shall bauld Lapraik, the king o' hearts, 
Tho' mankind were a pack o' cartes, 
Roose you sae weel for your deserts, 
          In terms sae friendly; 
Yet ye'll neglect to shaw your parts 
          An' thank him kindly?" 
 
Sae I gat paper in a blink, 
An' down gaed stumpie in the ink: 
Quoth I, "Before I sleep a wink, 
          I vow I'll close it; 
An' if ye winna mak it clink, 
          By Jove, I'll prose it!" 
 
Sae I've begun to scrawl, but whether 
In rhyme, or prose, or baith thegither; 
Or some hotch-potch that's rightly neither, 
          Let time mak proof; 
But I shall scribble down some blether 
          Just clean aff-loof. 
 
My worthy friend, ne'er grudge an' carp, 
Tho' fortune use you hard an' sharp; 
Come, kittle up your moorland harp 
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Auld Coila now may fidge fu' fain, 
She's gotten poets o' her ain; 
Chiels wha their chanters winna hain, 
          But tune their lays, 
Till echoes a' resound again 
          Her weel-sung praise. 
 
Nae poet thought her worth his while, 
To set her name in measur'd style; 
She lay like some unkenn'd-of-isle 
          Beside New Holland, 
Or whare wild-meeting oceans boil 
          Besouth Magellan. 
 
Ramsay an' famous Fergusson 
Gied Forth an' Tay a lift aboon; 
Yarrow an' Tweed, to monie a tune, 
          Owre Scotland rings; 
While Irwin, Lugar, Ayr, an' Doon 
          Naebody sings. 
 
Th' Ilissus, Tiber, Thames, an' Seine, 
Glide sweet in monie a tunefu' line: 
But Willie, set your fit to mine, 
          An' cock your crest; 
We'll gar our streams an' burnies shine 
          Up wi' the best! 
 
We'll sing auld Coila's plains an' fells, 
Her moors red-brown wi' heather bells, 
Her banks an' braes, her dens and dells, 
          Whare glorious Wallace 
Aft bure the gree, as story tells, 
          Frae Suthron billies. 
 
At Wallace' name, what Scottish blood 
But boils up in a spring-tide flood! 
Oft have our fearless fathers strode 
          By Wallace' side, 
Still pressing onward, red-wat-shod, 
          Or glorious died! 
 
O, sweet are Coila's haughs an' woods, 
When lintwhites chant amang the buds, 
And jinkin hares, in amorous whids, 
          Their loves enjoy; 
While thro' the braes the cushat croods 
          With wailfu' cry! 
 
Ev'n winter bleak has charms to me, 
When winds rave thro' the naked tree; 
Or frosts on hills of Ochiltree 
          Are hoary gray; 
Or blinding drifts wild-furious flee, 
          Dark'ning the day! 
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O Nature! a' thy shews an' forms 
To feeling, pensive hearts hae charms! 
Whether the summer kindly warms, 
          Wi' life an light; 
Or winter howls, in gusty storms, 
          The lang, dark night! 
 
The muse, nae poet ever fand her, 
Till by himsel he learn'd to wander, 
Adown some trottin burn's meander, 
An' no think lang: 
O sweet to stray, an' pensive ponder 
A heart-felt sang! 
 
The war'ly race may drudge an' drive, 
Hog-shouther, jundie, stretch, an' strive; 
Let me fair Nature's face descrive, 
          And I, wi' pleasure, 
Shall let the busy, grumbling hive 
          Bum owre their treasure. 
 
Fareweel, "my rhyme-composing" brither! 
We've been owre lang unkenn'd to ither: 
Now let us lay our heads thegither, 
          In love fraternal: 
May envy wallop in a tether, 
        Black fiend, infernal! 
 
While Highlandmen hate tools an' taxes; 
While moorlan's herds like guid, fat braxies; 
While terra firma, on her axis, 
         Diurnal turns; 
Count on a friend, in faith an' practice, 
         In Robert Burns. 
 
Postcript 
 
My memory's no worth a preen; 
I had amaist forgotten clean, 
Ye bade me write you what they mean 
          By this "new-light," 
'Bout which our herds sae aft hae been 
          Maist like to fight. 
 
In days when mankind were but callans 
At grammar, logic, an' sic talents, 
They took nae pains their speech to balance, 
          Or rules to gie; 
But spak their thoughts in plain, braid lallans, 
          Like you or me. 
 
In thae auld times, they thought the moon, 
Just like a sark, or pair o' shoon, 
Wore by degrees, till her last roon 
          Gaed past their viewin; 
An' shortly after she was done 
          They gat a new ane. 
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This passed for certain, undisputed; 
It ne'er cam i' their heads to doubt it, 
Till chiels gat up an' wad confute it, 
          An' ca'd it wrang; 
An' muckle din there was about it, 
         Baith loud an' lang. 
 
Some herds, weel learn'd upo' the beuk, 
Wad threap auld folk the thing misteuk; 
For 'twas the auld moon turn'd a neuk 
          An' out of' sight, 
An' backlins-comin to the leuk 
          She grew mair bright. 
 
This was deny'd, it was affirm'd; 
The herds and hissels were alarm'd 
The rev'rend gray-beards rav'd an' storm'd, 
          That beardless ladies 
Should think they better wer inform'd, 
          Than their auld daddies. 
 
Frae less to mair, it gaed to sticks; 
Frae words an' aiths to clours an' nicks; 
An monie a fallow gat his licks, 
          Wi' hearty crunt; 
An' some, to learn them for their tricks, 
          Were hang'd an' brunt. 
 
This game was play'd in mony lands, 
An' auld-light caddies bure sic hands, 
That faith, the youngsters took the sands 
          Wi' nimble shanks; 
Till lairds forbad, by strict commands, 
          Sic bluidy pranks. 
 
But new-light herds gat sic a cowe, 
Folk thought them ruin'd stick-an-stowe; 
Till now, amaist on ev'ry knowe 
          Ye'll find ane plac'd; 
An' some their new-light fair avow, 
          Just quite barefac'd. 
 
Nae doubt the auld-light flocks are bleatin; 
Their zealous herds are vex'd an' sweatin; 
Mysel', I've even seen them greetin 
          Wi' girnin spite, 
To hear the moon sae sadly lied on 
          By word an' write. 
 
But shortly they will cowe the louns! 
Some auld-light herds in neebor touns 
Are mind't, in things they ca' balloons, 
          To tak a flight; 
An' stay ae month amang the moons 
          An' see them right. 
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Guid observation they will gie them; 
An' when the auld moon's gaun to lea'e them, 
The hindmaist shaird, they'll fetch it wi' them 
          Just i' their pouch; 
An' when the new-light billies see them, 
          I think they'll crouch! 
 
Sae, ye observe that a' this clatter 
Is naething but a "moonshine matter"; 
But tho' dull prose-folk Latin splatter 
          In logic tulyie, 
I hope we bardies ken some better 
          Than mind sic brulyie. 
 

Epistle to John Goldie, in Kilmarnock 
 

Author of the Gospel Recovered. 
 
O Gowdie, terror o' the whigs, 
Dread o' blackcoats and rev'rend wigs! 
Sour Bigotry, on her last legs, 
          Girns an' looks back, 
Wishing the ten Egyptian plagues 
          May seize you quick. 
 
Poor gapin', glowrin' Superstition! 
Wae's me, she's in a sad condition: 
Fye: bring Black Jock, her state physician, 
          To see her water; 
Alas, there's ground for great suspicion 
          She'll ne'er get better. 
 
Enthusiasm's past redemption, 
Gane in a gallopin' consumption: 
Not a' her quacks, wi' a' their gumption, 
          Can ever mend her; 
Her feeble pulse gies strong presumption, 
          She'll soon surrender. 
 
Auld Orthodoxy lang did grapple, 
For every hole to get a stapple; 
But now she fetches at the thrapple, 
          An' fights for breath; 
Haste, gie her name up in the chapel, 
          Near unto death. 
 
It's you an' Taylor are the chief 
To blame for a' this black mischief; 
But, could the Lord's ain folk get leave, 
          A toom tar barrel 
An' twa red peats wad bring relief, 
          An' end the quarrel. 
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          He'll still disdain, 
An' then cry zeal for gospel laws, 
          Like some we ken. 
 
They take religion in their mouth; 
They talk o' mercy, grace, an' truth, 
For what?-to gie their malice skouth 
          On some puir wight, 
An' hunt him down, owre right and ruth, 
          To ruin straight. 
 
All hail, Religion! maid divine! 
Pardon a muse sae mean as mine, 
Who in her rough imperfect line 
          Thus daurs to name thee; 
To stigmatise false friends of thine 
          Can ne'er defame thee. 
 
Tho' blotch't and foul wi' mony a stain, 
An' far unworthy of thy train, 
With trembling voice I tune my strain, 
          To join with those 
Who boldly dare thy cause maintain 
          In spite of foes: 
 
In spite o' crowds, in spite o' mobs, 
In spite o' undermining jobs, 
In spite o' dark banditti stabs 
          At worth an' merit, 
By scoundrels, even wi' holy robes, 
          But hellish spirit. 
 
O Ayr! my dear, my native ground, 
Within thy presbyterial bound 
A candid liberal band is found 
          Of public teachers, 
As men, as Christians too, renown'd, 
          An' manly preachers. 
 
Sir, in that circle you are nam'd; 
Sir, in that circle you are fam'd; 
An' some, by whom your doctrine's blam'd 
          (Which gies you honour) 
Even, sir, by them your heart's esteem'd, 
          An' winning manner. 
 
Pardon this freedom I have ta'en, 
An' if impertinent I've been, 
Impute it not, good Sir, in ane 
          Whase heart ne'er wrang'd ye, 
But to his utmost would befriend 
          Ought that belang'd ye. 
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Epistle to James Smith 
 

Friendship, mysterious cement of the soul 
Sweet'ner of Life, and solder of Society! 
I owe thee much. 

Blair. 
 

Dear Smith, the slee'st, pawkie thief, 
That e'er attempted stealth or rief! 
Ye surely hae some warlock-brief 
          Owre human hearts; 
For ne'er a bosom yet was prief 
         Against your arts. 
 
For me, I swear by sun an' moon, 
An' ev'ry star that blinks aboon, 
Ye've cost me twenty pair o' shoon, 
          Just gaun to see you;  
An' ev'ry ither pair that's done, 
          Mair taen I'm wi' you. 
 
That auld, capricious carlin, Nature, 
To mak amends for scrimpit stature, 
She's turn'd you off, a human creature 
          On her first plan, 
And in her freaks, on ev'ry feature 
          She's wrote the Man. 
 
Just now I've ta'en the fit o' rhyme, 
My barmie noddle's working prime, 
My fancy yerkit up sublime, 
          Wi' hasty summon; 
Hae ye a leisure-moment's time 
          To hear what's comin? 
 
Some rhyme a neibor's name to lash; 
Some rhyme (vain thought!) for needfu' cash; 
Some rhyme to court the countra clash, 
          An' raise a din; 
For me, an aim I never fash; 
          I rhyme for fun. 
 
The star that rules my luckless lot, 
Has fated me the russet coat, 
An' damn'd my fortune to the groat; 
          But, in requit, 
Has blest me with a random-shot 
          O'countra wit. 
 
This while my notion's taen a sklent, 
To try my fate in guid, black prent; 
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But still the mair I'm that way bent 
          Something cries "Hooklie! 
I red you, honest man, tak tent? 
          Ye'll shaw your folly; 
 
"There's ither poets, much your betters, 
Far seen in Greek, deep men o' letters, 
Hae thought they had ensur'd their debtors, 
          A' future ages; 
Now moths deform, in shapeless tatters, 
          Their unknown pages." 
 
Then farewell hopes of laurel-boughs, 
To garland my poetic brows! 
Henceforth I'll rove where busy ploughs 
          Are whistlin' thrang, 
An' teach the lanely heights an' howes 
          My rustic sang. 
 
I'll wander on, wi' tentless heed 
How never-halting moments speed, 
Till fate shall snap the brittle thread; 
          Then, all unknown, 
I'll lay me with th' inglorious dead 
          Forgot and gone! 
 
But why o' death being a tale? 
Just now we're living sound and hale; 
Then top and maintop crowd the sail, 
          Heave Care o'er-side! 
And large, before Enjoyment's gale, 
          Let's tak the tide. 
 
This life, sae far's I understand, 
Is a' enchanted fairy-land, 
Where Pleasure is the magic-wand, 
          That, wielded right, 
Maks hours like minutes, hand in hand, 
         Dance by fu' light. 
 
The magic-wand then let us wield; 
For ance that five-an'-forty's speel'd, 
See, crazy, weary, joyless eild, 
          Wi' wrinkl'd face, 
Comes hostin, hirplin owre the field, 
          We' creepin pace. 
 
When ance life's day draws near the gloamin, 
Then fareweel vacant, careless roamin; 
An' fareweel cheerfu' tankards foamin, 
          An' social noise: 
An' fareweel dear, deluding woman, 
          The Joy of joys! 
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The rough burr-thistle, spreading wide 
     Amang the bearded bear, 
I turn'd the weeder-clips aside, 
     An' spar'd the symbol dear: 
          No nation, no station, 
               My envy e'er could raise; 
          A Scot still, but blot still, 
               I knew nae higher praise. 
 
But still the elements o' sang, 
In formless jumble, right an' wrang, 
     Wild floated in my brain; 
'Till on that har'st I said before, 
May partner in the merry core, 
     She rous'd the forming strain; 
I see her yet, the sonsie quean, 
     That lighted up my jingle, 
Her witching smile, her pawky een 
     That gart my heart-strings tingle;  
          I fired, inspired, 
               At every kindling keek, 
          But bashing, and dashing, 
               I feared aye to speak. 
 
Health to the sex! ilk guid chiel says: 
Wi' merry dance in winter days, 
     An' we to share in common; 
The gust o' joy, the balm of woe, 
The saul o' life, the heaven below, 
     Is rapture-giving woman. 
Ye surly sumphs, who hate the name, 
     Be mindfu' o' your mither; 
She, honest woman, may think shame 
     That ye're connected with her: 
          Ye're wae men, ye're nae men 
               That slight the lovely dears; 
          To shame ye, disclaim ye, 
               Ilk honest birkie swears. 
 
For you, no bred to barn and byre, 
Wha sweetly tune the Scottish lyre, 
     Thanks to you for your line: 
The marled plaid ye kindly spare, 
By me should gratefully be ware; 
     'Twad please me to the nine. 
I'd be mair vauntie o' my hap, 
     Douce hingin owre my curple, 
Than ony ermine ever lap, 
     Or proud imperial purple. 
          Farewell then, lang hale then, 
               An' plenty be your fa; 
          May losses and crosses 
               Ne'er at your hallan ca'! 
 

R. Burns 
March, 1787 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/39.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/592.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1506.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/596.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/824.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/352.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1859.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1381.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1775.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1179.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/953.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/158.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1203.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1833.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1121.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1762.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/535.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1218.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1054.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/852.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/40.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/854.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/354.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1330.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1541.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/964.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/546.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1830.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1068.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/864.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/310.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/280.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1690.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/887.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1098.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/62.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/992.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1384.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1859.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/4.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1482.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1334.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/949.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1208.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1695.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1635.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1179.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/361.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/27.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/882.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1203.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/592.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/578.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/609.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1824.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/163.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/970.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1771.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/956.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/178.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1648.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1635.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1083.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/352.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/81.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1179.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1788.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1060.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/590.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1056.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1591.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1740.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1823.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1132.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/259.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/237.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1008.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1178.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1495.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1681.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1380.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1793.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1210.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/839.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/13.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/4.html




Poems, Epistles, etc. 

 358 

Come, Firm Resolve, take thou the van, 
Thou stalk o' carl-hemp in man! 
And let us mind, faint heart ne'er wan 
          A lady fair: 
Wha does the utmost that he can, 
          Will whiles do mair. 
 
But to conclude my silly rhyme 
(I'm scant o' verse and scant o' time), 
To make a happy fireside clime 
          To weans and wife, 
That's the true pathos and sublime 
          Of human life. 
 
My compliments to sister Beckie, 
And eke the same to honest Lucky; 
I wat she is a daintie chuckie, 
          As e'er tread clay; 
And gratefully, my gude auld cockie, 
         I'm yours for aye. 
 

Robert Burns. 
 

Epistle to James Tennant of Glenconner 
 
Auld comrade dear, and brither sinner, 
How's a' the folk about Glenconner? 
How do you this blae eastlin wind, 
That's like to blaw a body blind? 
For me, my faculties are frozen, 
My dearest member nearly dozen'd. 
I've sent you here, by Johnie Simson, 
Twa sage philosophers to glimpse on; 
Smith, wi' his sympathetic feeling, 
An' Reid, to common sense appealing. 
Philosophers have fought and wrangled, 
An' meikle Greek an' Latin mangled, 
Till wi' their logic-jargon tir'd, 
And in the depth of science mir'd, 
To common sense they now appeal, 
What wives and wabsters see and feel. 
But, hark ye, friend! I charge you strictly, 
Peruse them, an' return them quickly: 
For now I'm grown sae cursed douce 
I pray and ponder butt the house; 
My shins, my lane, I there sit roastin', 
Perusing Bunyan, Brown, an' Boston, 
Till by an' by, if I haud on, 
I'll grunt a real gospel-groan: 
Already I begin to try it, 
To cast my e'en up like a pyet, 
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When by the gun she tumbles o'er 
Flutt'ring an' gasping in her gore: 
Sae shortly you shall see me bright, 
A burning an' a shining light. 
     My heart-warm love to guid auld Glen, 
The ace an' wale of honest men: 
When bending down wi' auld grey hairs 
Beneath the load of years and cares, 
May He who made him still support him, 
An' views beyond the grave comfort him; 
His worthy fam'ly far and near, 
God bless them a' wi' grace and gear! 
     My auld schoolfellow, Preacher Willie, 
The manly tar, my mason-billie, 
And Auchenbay, I wish him joy, 
If he's a parent, lass or boy, 
May he be dad, and Meg the mither, 
Just five-and-forty years thegither! 
And no forgetting wabster Charlie, 
I'm tauld he offers very fairly. 
An' Lord, remember singing Sannock, 
Wi' hale breeks, saxpence, an' a bannock! 
And next, my auld acquaintance, Nancy, 
Since she is fitted to her fancy, 
An' her kind stars hae airted till her 
gA guid chiel wi' a pickle siller. 
My kindest, best respects, I sen' it, 
To cousin Kate, an' sister Janet: 
Tell them, frae me, wi' chiels be cautious, 
For, faith, they'll aiblins fin' them fashious; 
To grant a heart is fairly civil, 
But to grant a maidenhead's the devil. 
An' lastly, Jamie, for yoursel, 
May guardian angels tak a spell, 
An' steer you seven miles south o' hell: 
But first, before you see heaven's glory, 
May ye get mony a merry story, 
Mony a laugh, and mony a drink, 
And aye eneugh o' needfu' clink. 
     Now fare ye weel, an' joy be wi' you: 
For my sake, this I beg it o' you, 
Assist poor Simson a' ye can, 
Ye'll fin; him just an honest man; 
Sae I conclude, and quat my chanter, 
Your's, saint or sinner, 

Rob the Ranter. 
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I'll sing the zeal Drumlanrig bears, 
Who left the all-important cares 
          Of princes, and their darlings: 
And, bent on winning borough touns, 
Came shaking hands wi' wabster-loons, 
         And kissing barefit carlins. 
 
Combustion thro' our boroughs rode, 
Whistling his roaring pack abroad 
          Of mad unmuzzled lions; 
As Queensberry blue and buff unfurl'd, 
And Westerha' and Hopetoun hurled 
          To every Whig defiance. 
 
But cautious Queensberry left the war, 
Th' unmanner'd dust might soil his star, 
          Besides, he hated bleeding: 
But left behind him heroes bright, 
Heroes in Caesarean fight, 
          Or Ciceronian pleading. 
 
O for a throat like huge Mons-Meg, 
To muster o'er each ardent Whig 
          Beneath Drumlanrig's banner; 
Heroes and heroines commix, 
All in the field of politics, 
          To win immortal honour. 
 
M'Murdo and his lovely spouse, 
(Th' enamour'd laurels kiss her brows!) 
          Led on the Loves and Graces: 
She won each gaping burgess' heart, 
While he, sub rosa, played his part 
          Amang their wives and lasses. 
 
Craigdarroch led a light-arm'd core, 
Tropes, metaphors, and figures pour, 
          Like Hecla streaming thunder: 
Glenriddel, skill'd in rusty coins, 
Blew up each Tory's dark designs, 
          And bared the treason under. 
 
In either wing two champions fought; 
Redoubted Staig, who set at nought 
          The wildest savage Tory; 
And Welsh who ne'er yet flinch'd his ground, 
High-wav'd his magnum-bonum round 
          With Cyclopeian fury. 
 
Miller brought up th' artillery ranks, 
The many-pounders of the Banks, 
          Resistless desolation! 
While Maxwelton, that baron bold, 
'Mid Lawson's port entrench'd his hold, 
          And threaten'd worse damnation. 
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What Whig but melts for good Sir James, 
Dear to his country, by the names, 
          Friend, Patron, Benefactor! 
Not Pulteney's wealth can Pulteney save; 
And Hopetoun falls, the generous, brave; 
          And Stewart, bold as Hector. 
 
Thou, Pitt, shalt rue this overthrow, 
And Thurlow growl a curse of woe, 
         And Melville melt in wailing: 
Now Fox and Sheridan rejoice, 
And Burke shall sing, "O Prince, arise! 
          Thy power is all-prevailing!" 
 
For your poor friend, the Bard, afar 
He only hears and sees the war, 
          A cool spectator purely! 
So, when the storm the forest rends, 
The robin in the hedge descends, 
         And sober chirps securely. 
 
Now, for my friends' and brethren's sakes, 
And for my dear-lov'd Land o' Cakes, 
         I pray with holy fire: 
Lord, send a rough-shod troop o' Hell 
O'er a' wad Scotland buy or sell, 
          To grind them in the mire! 
 

Second Epistle to Robert Graham, Esq., of Fintry 
 
Late crippl'd of an arm, and now a leg, 
About to beg a pass for leave to beg; 
Dull, listless, teas'd, dejected, and deprest 
(Nature is adverse to a cripple's rest); 
Will generous Graham list to his Poet's wail? 
(It soothes poor Misery, hearkening to her tale) 
And hear him curse the light he first survey'd, 
And doubly curse the luckless rhyming trade? 
     Thou, Nature! partial Nature, I arraign; 
Of thy caprice maternal I complain; 
The lion and the bull thy care have found, 
One shakes the forests, and one spurns the ground; 
Thou giv'st the ass his hide, the snail his shell; 
Th' envenom'd wasp, victorious, guards his cell; 
Thy minions kings defend, control, devour, 
In all th' omnipotence of rule and power; 
Foxes and statesmen subtile wiles ensure; 
The cit and polecat stink, and are secure; 
Toads with their poison, doctors with their drug, 
The priest and hedgehog in their robes, are snug; 
Ev'n silly woman has her warlike arts, 
Her tongue and eyes-her dreaded spear and darts. 
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Dame Life, tho' fiction out may trick her, 
And in paste gems and frippery deck her; 
Oh! flickering, feeble, and unsicker 
          I've found her still, 
Aye wavering like the willow-wicker, 
         'Tween good and ill. 
 
Then that curst carmagnole, auld Satan, 
Watches like baudrons by a ratton 
Our sinfu' saul to get a claut on, 
          Wi'felon ire; 
Syne, whip! his tail ye'll ne'er cast saut on, 
          He's aff like fire. 
 
Ah Nick! ah Nick! it is na fair, 
First showing us the tempting ware, 
Bright wines, and bonie lasses rare, 
          To put us daft 
Syne weave, unseen, thy spider snare 
          O hell's damned waft. 
 
Poor Man, the flie, aft bizzes by, 
And aft, as chance he comes thee nigh, 
Thy damn'd auld elbow yeuks wi'joy 
          And hellish pleasure! 
Already in thy fancy's eye, 
          Thy sicker treasure. 
 
Soon, heels o'er gowdie, in he gangs, 
And, like a sheep-head on a tangs, 
Thy girning laugh enjoys his pangs, 
          And murdering wrestle, 
As, dangling in the wind, he hangs, 
          A gibbet's tassel. 
 
But lest you think I am uncivil 
To plague you with this draunting drivel, 
Abjuring a' intentions evil, 
          I quat my pen, 
The Lord preserve us frae the devil! 
          Amen! Amen! 
 

Winter: a Dirge 
 
The wintry west extends his blast, 
     And hail and rain does blaw; 
Or the stormy north sends driving forth 
     The blinding sleet and snaw: 
While, tumbling brown, the burn comes down, 
     And roars frae bank to brae; 
And bird and beast in covert rest, 
     And pass the heartless day. 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1758.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/112.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1381.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/767.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/378.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1384.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/14.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1178.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/210.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/487.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1626.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/18.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/62.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1447.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/557.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/4.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1290.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/720.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/846.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/281.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/720.html




http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/609.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1214.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1203.html




Poems, Epistles, etc. 

 382 

Is it departing pangs my soul alarms? 
     Or death's unlovely, dreary, dark abode? 
For guilt, for guilt, my terrors are in arms: 
     I tremble to approach an angry God, 
And justly smart beneath His sin-avenging rod. 
 
Fain would I say, "Forgive my foul offence," 
     Fain promise never more to disobey; 
But, should my Author health again dispense, 
     Again I might desert fair virtue's way; 
Again in folly's part might go astray; 
     Again exalt the brute and sink the man; 
Then how should I for heavenly mercy pray 
     Who act so counter heavenly mercy's plan? 
Who sin so oft have mourn'd, yet to temptation ran? 
 
O Thou, great Governor of all below! 
     If I may dare a lifted eye to Thee, 
Thy nod can make the tempest cease to blow, 
     Or still the tumult of the raging sea: 
With that controlling pow'r assist ev'n me, 
     Those headlong furious passions to confine, 
For all unfit I feel my pow'rs to be, 
     To rule their torrent in th' allowed line; 
O, aid me with Thy help, Omnipotence Divine! 
 

Paraphrase of the First Psalm 
 
The man, in life wherever plac'd, 
     Hath happiness in store, 
Who walks not in the wicked's way, 
     Nor learns their guilty lore. 
 
Nor from the seat of scornful pride 
     Casts forth his eyes abroad, 
But with humility and awe 
     Still walks before his God. 
 
That man shall flourish like the trees, 
     Which by the streamlets grow; 
The fruitful top is spread on high, 
     And firm the root below. 
 
But he whose blossom buds in guilt 
     Shall to the ground be cast, 
And, like the rootless stubble, tost 
     Before the sweeping blast. 
 
For why that God the good adore, 
    Hath giv'n them peace and rest, 
But hath decreed that wicked men 
     Shall ne'er be truly blest. 

http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/41.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/622.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1452.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/1212.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/72.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/291.html
http://www.robertburns.org/works/glossary/288.html




Poems, Epistles, etc. 

 384 

Under the Pressure of Violent Anguish 
 
O Thou Great Being! what Thou art, 
     Surpasses me to know; 
Yet sure I am, that known to Thee 
     Are all Thy works below. 
 
Thy creature here before Thee stands, 
     All wretched and distrest; 
Yet sure those ills that wring my soul 
     Obey Thy high behest. 
 
Sure, Thou, Almighty, canst not act 
     From cruelty or wrath! 
O, free my weary eyes from tears, 
     Or close them fast in death! 
 
But, if I must afflicted be, 
     To suit some wise design, 
Then man my soul with firm resolves, 
     To bear and not repine! 
 

The First Six Verses of the Ninetieth Psalm Versified 
 
O Thou, the first, the greatest friend 
     Of all the human race! 
Whose strong right hand has ever been 
     Their stay and dwelling place! 
 
Before the mountains heav'd their heads 
     Beneath Thy forming hand, 
Before this ponderous globe itself 
     Arose at Thy command; 
 
That Pow'r which rais'd and still upholds 
     This universal frame, 
From countless, unbeginning time 
     Was ever still the same. 
 
Those mighty periods of years 
     Which seem to us so vast, 
Appear no more before Thy sight 
     Than yesterday that's past. 
 
Thou giv'st the word: Thy creature, man, 
     Is to existence brought; 
Again Thou say'st, "Ye sons of men, 
     Return ye into nought!" 
 
Thou layest them, with all their cares, 
     In everlasting sleep; 
As with a flood Thou tak'st them off 
     With overwhelming sweep.  
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They flourish like the morning flow'r, 
     In beauty's pride arrayed; 
But long ere night cut down it lies 
     All wither'd and decay'd. 
 

A Poet's Welcome to His Love-Begotten Daughter 
 

The First Instance that Entitled Him to the Venerable Appellation 
of Father 

 
Thou's welcome, wean; mishanter fa' me, 
If thoughts o' thee, or yet thy mamie, 
Shall ever daunton me or awe me, 
          My bonie lady, 
Or if I blush when thou shalt ca' me 
          Tyta or daddie. 
 
Tho' now they ca' me fornicator, 
An' tease my name in kintry clatter, 
The mair they talk, I'm kent the better, 
          E'en let them clash; 
An auld wife's tongue's a feckless matter 
          To gie ane fash. 
 
Welcome! my bonie, sweet, wee dochter, 
Tho' ye come here a wee unsought for, 
And tho' your comin' I hae fought for, 
          Baith kirk and queir; 
Yet, by my faith, ye're no unwrought for, 
          That I shall swear! 
 
Wee image o' my bonie Betty, 
As fatherly I kiss and daut thee, 
As dear, and near my heart I set thee 
          Wi' as gude will 
As a' the priests had seen me get thee 
          That's out o' hell. 
 
Sweet fruit o' mony a merry dint, 
My funny toil is now a' tint, 
Sin' thou came to the warl' asklent, 
           Which fools may scoff at; 
In my last plack thy part's be in't 
          The better ha'f o't. 
 
Tho' I should be the waur bestead, 
Thou's be as braw and bienly clad, 
And thy young years as nicely bred 
          Wi' education, 
As ony brat o' wedlock's bed, 
          In a' thy station. 
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Epigram on Seeing Miss Fontenelle 
in a Favourite Character 

 

Sweet naivete of feature, 
     Simple, wild, enchanting elf, 
Not to thee, but thanks to Nature, 
     Thou art acting but thyself. 
 

Wert thou awkward, stiff, affected, 
     Spurning Nature, torturing art; 
Loves and Graces all rejected, 
     Then indeed thou'd'st act a part. 
 

Ode, Sacred to the Memory of Mrs. Oswald 
of Auchencruive 

 

Dweller in yon dungeon dark, 
Hangman of creation! mark, 
Who in widow-weeds appears, 
Laden with unhonour'd years, 
Noosing with care a bursting purse, 
Baited with many a deadly curse? 
 

Strophe  
View the wither'd Beldam's face; 
Can thy keen inspection trace 
Aught of Humanity's sweet, melting grace? 
Note that eye, 'tis rheum o'erflows; 
Pity's flood there never rose, 
See these hands ne'er stretched to save, 
Hands that took, but never gave: 
Keeper of Mammon's iron chest, 
Lo, there she goes, unpitied and unblest, 
She goes, but not to realms of everlasting rest! 
 

Antistrophe 
Plunderer of Armies! lift thine eyes, 
(A while forbear, ye torturing fiends;) 
Seest thou whose step, unwilling, hither bends? 
No fallen angel, hurl'd from upper skies; 
'Tis thy trusty quondam Mate, 
Doom'd to share thy fiery fate; 
She, tardy, hell-ward plies. 
 

Epode 
And are they of no more avail, 
Ten thousand glittering pounds a-year? 
In other worlds can Mammon fail, 
Omnipotent as he is here! 
O, bitter mockery of the pompous bier, 
While down the wretched Vital Part is driven! 
The cave-lodged Beggar,with a conscience clear, 
Expires in rags, unknown, and goes to Heaven. 
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     Full on the quarry point their view, 
     Full on the base usurping crew, 
The tools of faction, and the nation's curse! 
     Hark how the cry grows on the wind; 
     They leave the lagging gale behind, 
          Their savage fury, pitiless, they pour; 
          With murdering eyes already they devour; 
     See Brunswick spent, a wretched prey, 
     His life one poor despairing day, 
Where each avenging hour still ushers in a worse! 
     Such havock, howling all abroad, 
          Their utter ruin bring, 
     The base apostates to their God, 
          Or rebels to their King. 
 

Monody on a Lady Famed for her Caprice 
 
How cold is that bosom which folly once fired, 
     How pale is that cheek where the rouge lately glisten'd; 
How silent that tongue which the echoes oft tired, 
     How dull is that ear which to flatt'ry so listen'd! 
 
If sorrow and anguish their exit await, 
     From friendship and dearest affection remov'd; 
How doubly severer, Maria, thy fate, 
     Thou diedst unwept, as thou livedst unlov'd. 
 
Loves, Graces, and Virtues, I call not on you; 
     So shy, grave, and distant, ye shed not a tear: 
But come, all ye offspring of Folly so true, 
     And flowers let us cull for Maria's cold bier. 
 
We'll search through the garden for each silly flower, 
     We'll roam thro' the forest for each idle weed; 
But chiefly the nettle, so typical, shower, 
     For none e'er approach'd her but rued the rash deed. 
 
We'll sculpture the marble, we'll measure the lay; 
     Here Vanity strums on her idiot lyre; 
There keen Indignation shall dart on his prey, 
     Which spurning Contempt shall redeem from his ire. 
 

The Epitaph 
 
Here lies, now a prey to insulting neglect, 
     What once was a butterfly, gay in life's beam: 
Want only of wisdom denied her respect, 
     Want only of goodness denied her esteem. 
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Verses to Collector Mitchell 
 

Friend of the Poet, tried and leal, 
Wha, wanting thee, might beg or steal; 
Alake, alake, the meikle deil 
          Wi' a' his witches 
Are at it skelpin jig and reel, 
          In my poor pouches. 
 

I modestly fu' fain wad hint it, 
That one pound one, I sairly want it; 
If wi' the hizzie down ye sent it, 
          It would be kind; 
And while my heart wi' life-blood dunted, 
          I'd bear't in mind. 
 

So may the Auld year gang out moanin' 
To see the New come laden, groanin', 
Wi' double plenty o'er the loanin', 
          To thee and thine: 
Domestic peace and comforts crownin' 
          The hale design. 
 

Postscript 
 

Ye've heard this while how I've been lickit, 
And by fell Death was nearly nickit; 
Grim loon! he got me by the fecket, 
          And sair me sheuk; 
But by gude luck I lap a wicket, 
          And turn'd a neuk. 
 

But by that health, I've got a share o't, 
But by that life, I'm promis'd mair o't, 
My hale and wee, I'll tak a care o't, 
          A tentier way; 
Then farewell folly, hide and hair o't, 
          For ance and aye! 
 

To Miss Logan, with Beattie's Poems, 
 

for a New-Year's Gift, Jan. 1, 1787 
 

Again the silent wheels of time 
     Their annual round have driven, 
And you, tho' scarce in maiden prime, 
     Are so much nearer Heaven. 
 

No gifts have I from Indian coasts 
     The infant year to hail; 
I send you more than India boasts, 
     In Edwin's simple tale. 
 

Our sex with guile, and faithless love, 
     Is charg'd, perhaps too true; 
But may, dear maid, each lover prove 
     An Edwin still to you. 
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Lines Sent to Sir John Whitefoord, Bart 
 

With the Lament on the Death of the Earl of Glencairn 
 
Thou, who thy honour as thy God rever'st, 
Who, save thy mind's reproach, nought earthly fear'st, 
To thee this votive offering I impart, 
The tearful tribute of a broken heart. 
The Friend thou valued'st, I, the Patron lov'd; 
His worth, his honour, all the world approved: 
We'll mourn till we too go as he has gone, 
And tread the shadowy path to that dark world unknown. 
 

To Miss Cruickshank, 
 

A Very Young Lady Written on the Blank Leaf of a Book, Presented to her 
by the Author. 

 
Beauteous Rosebud, young and gay, 
Blooming in thy early May, 
Never may'st thou, lovely flower, 
Chilly shrink in sleety shower! 
Never Boreas' hoary path, 
Never Eurus' pois'nous breath, 
Never baleful stellar lights, 
Taint thee with untimely blights! 
Never, never reptile thief 
Riot on thy virgin leaf! 
Nor even Sol too fiercely view 
Thy bosom blushing still with dew! 
     May'st thou long, sweet crimson gem, 
Richly deck thy native stem; 
Till some ev'ning, sober, calm, 
Dropping dews, and breathing balm, 
While all around the woodland rings, 
And ev'ry bird thy requiem sings; 
Thou, amid the dirgeful sound, 
Shed thy dying honours round, 
And resign to parent Earth 
The loveliest form she e'er gave birth. 
 

Inscription to Miss Graham of Fintry 
 
Here, where the Scottish Muse immortal lives, 
     In sacred strains and tuneful numbers joined, 
Accept the gift; though humble he who gives, 
     Rich is the tribute of the grateful mind. 
 
So may no ruffian-feeling in my breast, 
     Discordant, jar thy bosom-chords among; 
But Peace attune thy gentle soul to rest, 
     Or Love, ecstatic, wake his seraph song, 
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Like wind-driven hail it did assail' 
     Or torrents owre a lin, man: 
The Bench sae wise, lift up their eyes, 
     Half-wauken'd wi' the din, man. 
 

A Grace before Dinner, Extempore 
 
O Thou who kindly dost provide 
     For every creature's want! 
We bless Thee, God of Nature wide, 
     For all Thy goodness lent: 
And if it please Thee, Heavenly Guide, 
     May never worse be sent; 
But, whether granted, or denied, 
     Lord, bless us with content. 
                        Amen! 
 

A Farewell 
 
When Burns was on the point of going to Greenock to join the Nancy for Jamaica, he 
wrote a farewell note to Kennedy, dated August 1786, from Kilmarnock. It finishes with 
the stanza: 
 
Farewell, dear Friend! May gude luck hit you 
And 'mong her favourites admit you! 
If e'er Detraction shore to smit you, 
     May name believe him 
And any deil that thinks to get you, 
     Good Lord, deceive him! 
 

On My Own Friend and My Father's Friend, Wm. Muir 
in Tarbolton Mill 

 
An honest man here lies at rest 
As e'er God with his image blest; 
The friend of man, the friend of truth, 
The friend of age, and guide of youth: 
Few hearts like his, with virtue warm'd, 
Few heads with knowledge so informed: 
If there's another world, he lives in bliss; 
If there is none, he made the best of this. 
 

Epigram on Parting with a Kind Host in the Highlands 
 
When Death's dark stream I ferry o'er, 
     A time that surely shall come, 
In Heav'n itself I'll ask no more, 
     Than just a Highland welcome. 
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Inscribed on a Work of Hannah More's 
 

Presented to the Author by a Lady. 
 
Thou flatt'ring mark of friendship kind, 
Still may thy pages call to mind 
     The dear, the beauteous donor; 
Tho' sweetly female ev'ry part, 
Yet such a head, and more the heart 
     Does both the sexes honour: 
She show'd her taste refin'd and just, 
     When she selected thee; 
Yet deviating, own I must, 
     For sae approving me: 
But kind still I'll mind still 
     The giver in the gift; 
I'll bless her, an' wiss her 
     A Friend aboon the lift. 
 

Epitaph on a Lap-Dog Named Echo 
 
In wood and wild, ye warbling throng, 
     Your heavy loss deplore; 
Now, half extinct your powers of song, 
     Sweet Echo is no more. 
 
Ye jarring, screeching things around, 
     Scream your discordant joys; 
Now, half your din of tuneless sound 
     With Echo silent lies. 
 

Fragment of Song 
 
The night was still, and o'er the hill 
     The moon shone on the castle wa'; 
The mavis sang, while dew-drops hang 
     Around her on the castle wa'; 
 
Sae merrily they danced the ring 
     Frae eenin' till the cock did craw; 
And aye the o'erword o' the spring 
     Was "Irvine's bairns are bonie a'." 
 

The Solemn League and Covenant 
 
The Solemn League and Covenant 
     Now brings a smile, now brings a tear; 
But sacred Freedom, too, was theirs: 
     If thou'rt a slave, indulge thy sneer. 
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Complimentary Epigram on Maria Riddell 
 
"Praise Woman still," his lordship roars, 
     "Deserv'd or not, no matter?" 
But thee, whom all my soul adores, 
     Ev'n Flattery cannot flatter: 
 
Maria, all my thought and dream, 
     Inspires my vocal shell; 
The more I praise my lovely theme, 
     The more the truth I tell. 
 

To the Beautiful Miss Eliza J---n 
 
How, Liberty! girl, can it be by thee named? 
And Equality too! hussey, art not ashamed? 
Free and Equal, indeed? While mankind thou enchainest 
And over their hearts a proud despot thou reignest! 
 

On Chloris 
 

Requesting me to give her a Spring of Blossomed Thorn. 
 
From the white-blossom'd sloe my dear Chloris requested 
     A sprig, her fair breast to adorn: 
No, by Heavens! I exclaim'd, let me perish, if ever 
     I plant in that bosom a thorn! 
 

Versified Note to Dr. Mackenzie, Mauchline 
 
Friday first's the day appointed 
By the Right Worshipful anointed, 
     To hold our grand procession; 
To get a blad o' Johnie's morals, 
And taste a swatch o' Manson's barrels 
     I' the way of our profession. 
 
The Master and the Brotherhood 
     Would a' be glad to see you; 
For me I would be mair than proud 
     To share the mercies wi' you. 
          If Death, then, wi' skaith, then, 
               Some mortal heart is hechtin, 
          Inform him, and storm him, 
               That Saturday you'll fecht him. 
 
                                                        Robert Burns. 
                                                        Mossgiel, An. M. 5790. 
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