



































David Smith Miller

“You’re indestructible’ was how an officer described one Scots Royal Marine when

he returned to Chatham in 1946 to await his discharge. Born on 7 December 1924 to

parents living at 7 Wheatfield Road Edinburgh, David ‘Dusty’ Miller attended

Roseburn Primary school before winning a bursary to Boroughmuir. The disruption to

schooling caused by the outbreak of war in 1939 encouraged David to leave while in

his fourth year of secondary education for employment as a clerk first in the office of

William Home Cook and Co. Chartered Accountants of 42 North Castle Street and then

in Manclark’s clothing factory in Hutchison Road. He hankered, however, to become a .

fighter pilot, but as he had not yet attained the required age of 18 years, he volunteered "

instead for the Royal Marines in August 1942, enlisting on 21 October at the Chatham

Division where he remained until 5 December 1943. “
‘A marine is a soldier’s sailor’ with the motto ‘Per Mare, Per Terram’ (By Sea, By

Land) and no one qualified as having passed the PFT (Physical Fitness Test) without

having undergone nine months of gruelling training. For David Miller this entailed

rising at 6.00am, running for seven miles, followed by exercises such as pole-lifting —

all before breakfast. Then there were the 20 miles of forced marching, the challenges of

assault courses and shooting practices where the penalty for failure was another march!
David made sure he hit the target the required number of times! He did, however,
maintain enough energy to fit in trips to local dance halls for ‘the jigging’. Finally,
having suffered the disappointment of not being selected to serve on HMS 4jax and
being sent on signalling duties and a despatch rider course instead, David Miller
boarded HMS Sheffield at Liverpool and on 6 December 1943 (the day before his
nineteenth birthday) arrived at Scapa Flow to undertake Arctic Convoy escort covering
duties.

The contingent of around 40 marines was charged with loading the ship’s
armaments — 12 BL six inch Mark XIII battery guns (triple mounts), eight four inch
(double mounts), four three pounder and eight two pounder on quadruple mounts and
torpedo tubes. With marines and Canadians on board accommodation was cramped
with hammocks hung in available spaces — David slept above the dynamos. On 12
December he discovered the extent of the Arctic cold when HMS Sheffield, a light
cruiser fitted with radar in August 1938, provided cover, along with the Belfast and
Norfolk, for Convoy JW55A — “if you put your hand on a rail you left your flesh on
it. This was the suicide run’. Detaching from the convoy, on 19 December the ship
arrived safely at the Kola Inlet, leaving there four days later to shadow the incoming
JW55A and the returning RASSA convoys. The men worked in shifts — ‘four on, four
off” — but on Boxing Day it was ‘action stations’ as the mighty German battleship
Scharnhorst screened by five destroyers had been despatched to intercept Convoy
JWS55B after its departure from Loch Ewe on 20 December. A U-boat had located the
convoy on Christmas Day. On the morning of 26 December in thick darkness in
company with HMSS Norfolk and Belfast, HMS Sheffield detected the now
unaccompanied Scharnhorst which Norfolk hit causing the battleship to turn away
but at noon a further encounter took place during which Norfolk was hit and Sheffield
showered with splinters. The latter had to disengage when damage to the port inner
shaft caused a reduction in speed. Torpedoed later in the day by HMS Duke of York the
Scharnhorst finally sank.

Having returned to the Kola Inlet on 27 December Sheffield sailed for Scapa then
Liverpool for repairs on 25 January 1944, rejoining the Home Fleet on 16 February
for interception and patrol duty in the North Sea and North West Approaches. The ship
undertook further Arctic voyages including the attack on the battleship 7Zirpizz but by
this time David Miller was no longer aboard. He had volunteered for the paratroopers
and after months of further training, found himself in the Far East serving in the
Eastern Fleet first with the Queen Elizabeth at Trincomalee and the Andaman Sea
then HMS Phoebe in Burma. Finally, having refused offers to re-enlist he received his
discharge papers on 2 July 1946. David Miller returned to Edinburgh resuming his
employment in Manclark, moving to the Ceylon Rubber Mill, Russell Road and then
running his own coal business for nearly 20 years. He next embarked on a new career
in local government, becoming before his retirement, Assistant Director of Cleansing
for Midlothian. On 15 January 2015 David Miller began another adventure as he left
Edinburgh for a new life in Portugal.




































